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Hon. G. W. MILES: I move an amend-
meat-

That "1320 acres" be inserted in lieu of the
words struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
xnents.

House adjourned at 10.5 p~m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30)
p.m., and read prayers.

DEMISE oF KING GEORGE V.: ACCES-
SION Or KING EDWARD VIII.

Messooces inr Renlu.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing Message from His Excellency the
Lie t. -Governor:-

The Hon. the Speaker of the Legislative .As-
sembly, Perth. Sir, I have it in commnand from
the King to thank the members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly and to convey to them the deep
Appreciation with which His Majesty bas re-
ceired their kind message of sympathy.

M1r. 'SPEAKER: I also have the follow-
ing message from His Excellency the Lienk.-
Governor-

The lion, the Speaker of the Legislative As-
semably, Perth. Sir, I have it in command from
His Uajesty the Ring to express his sincere
gratitude of the memibers of the Logislative As-
sembly for their congratulations to him on his
accessioil to the Throne.

QUESTION-METROPOLITAN
MILK BOARD.

Audit of Accounts.
Mr. NrEEDH-AM asked the Minister fo-r

Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that the audit
oF accounts of the Metropolitan Milk Board
for the fiunncial year ended 390th June, 1.06,
has not yet been presented to Parliament!
2, Will this document be presented to Par-
liament before discussion ensues on the
Metropolitan Milk Act Amendment Bill?

The MtN'S'fER, FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2,' These accounts are at
present being audited and as soon as corn-
pleted will be presented to Parliament,

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, DIESEL
CARS.

Mr. N-\ORTH asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it. his intention to introduce
any of the Diesel rail ears now on order into
the Pertli-Freniantle service?

The MINISTER FOR RAIWAYS re-
plied: The question of distribution of these
coaches is under consideration by the Com-
missioner of Railways.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1. Vermin Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Agricul-

ture,
2. Guildford Cemeteries.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Forests Act Amendment Continuance.
-2. Dividend Duties Act Amecndment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL-INDIUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

I12 Committee.
Mr. Slecinan in the Chair; the Minister

for Employment in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 4 of the
principal Act:

Hon. N. KEdENAN: I move an amnend-
menit-

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) the word
'persons'' be struck out and ''workers'' in-

serted in lieu.

In all simillar legislatioii the word used is
"workers," whichi is the correct word sin(c
the Bill deals only with employers in their
relations with workers, not wvith persons.
Moreover, there is no definition in the Bill
of the word "Persons," which shows the
absurdity of using the word in this clause.
The Bill deals with industrial matters alone,
aind I submit that the word "Persons" should
hiave no place in it.

The MINISTER FOR EM1PLOY LENT:
I have noc objection to the amendment. 1.
discussed thle point with the Crown Solicitor,
who said the word had been placed in the
Bill in the new draft, but that there was no
purpose to he achieved by including it. He
also said thait tli& word "workers" had been
the word used in past years in such legils-
lation.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, -N. KEEN\AN: Before moving my
next amendment I should like to call the
Mlinister's attention to the words used in thle
closing, lines of paragraph (a)-"steward,
agent. bailiff, foreman or manager acting. On
behalf of any one of the aforesaid." The
retention of some of those words would lead,
lperhaps, to extraordinary results. The word
"foremian" happens to lie f requently included
in awards of the court, so a foremian would
he both an employer and a worker, This in
itself would] mean an extraordinary posi-
tion, because, as employer, he would have to
deal with himself as a, worker. However, I
do not propose to move an amendment onl
that. I move an amendment-

That in lines (3 and 7 of paragraph (b) the
words "and includes a domestic servant'' be
struck out.
I do not propose to cover the ground I
traversed on the second reading, 'when T
said that a home is not an industry. Only
when it becomes a boarding house can it be-
come an industry. To include every domes-

tic servant in this definition of "worker"'
would mean the inclusion of domestic ser-
vants in any home, 'which, I take it, is not.
intended. We should not do anything to
hamnper or estrange hornelife, which has a.
very great influence for good in our social.
world. Nowadays there is a trend to give up.
homelife, and for people to live in lodgings,
hoarding- houses, or service places. I hope
we shall do nothing to add to that trend.
R? these words are struck out, I propose to,
insert others to provide that if a domes tic-
servant is employed in any establishment
where there is only one boarder, that home,
may lie declared an industry. To classify
hoines generally as industries by some hypo-
thetical law is to do something for -which
there is no0 justification.

Arn NORTH: Domestic service is by no
mneans attractive, and it is difficult to get.
people to engage ini that occupation. I t is-
evident that the clause is intendled to mnake.
the conditions of this formi of occupation
sulliciently attractive to induce people to
take it uip niore generally. Iu many
homes to-day so ninny labour-sav-
ing devices, are usedi that the house-
wife is inclined to rely more upon them than
upon outside help. If the Government per-
sist in their endeavour to make domestic ser-
vice more attractive by raising wages and so.
on, they may well defeat their object by
restricting the avenues for emiploymnent. The-
effect of unionism generally has been' tt'-
force inventions and labour-saving devices in
every direction. Probably we owe at least
two-thirds of our modern mechanical im-
provements to the reluctance of employers4
to use human beings if they can use mach-
mnlery. If this clause forms part of the Act,
the Government will have succeeded in niak-
ing more attractive the conditions of domes--
tic -service, hit, as a result of further in-.
ventions, the need for domestic servants on
a higher scale of wages. and conditions gener-
ally may no longer exist. I support the,
amendment,

M,%iss HOLMAN: It is time Parliament did!
something to improve the -wages and con-
ditions of domestic assistants. I do not, like-
the term "domestic servants," though it is
inl general use, Girls who work in pri-
vate homes are a deserted class; no one,
call do anything for them. They are,
dependent upon the conscience and goodwill
of their emiployers. They can be worked
any hours, and accommodated in any kind
of place. I see no difference between house-
hold work in a private home and similar
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-work in a boarding house. The girls are
-selling, their labouir, but they cannot ap-
proach the -Arbitration Court for an imi-
provement in their wag-es and conditions.
1 have here a cutting fr om last Saturday's
"We~rst Australian." This is a letter written
by a domestic assistant and the first part
,of it is as follows:-

Dlomestic Work.
To the Editor.

Sir,--Raising tire status of domestic workers
by including that type of la-bourer in the defi-
'nition of ''worker'' is seemingly not regarded
as necessary by our Parliamient. Why? Surely
there is us muchi patience1 understanding and

.&kill required to manage house duties success-
full- as to wor-k a typewriter or create a
fashionable model frock from a- piece of cloth I
What depends on the ''genera]'' in a large
hiousehold? The healthi of the family, bothi
young and old, andi their success in life. If the
secretary in a business mnan's office is not corn-
peteat, theni the business is neglected and be-
comes unsuccosslul. Therefore, if the household
where tile work is not correctly carried out be-
come-, neglects-i, its mearbers suffer from ill.
health ad lack of conifidenc inl their domestic
background, tire pivot of their careers.

Parliament should take uolie of the appeal
-Contained in this letter oil behalf of those
who work as domestics. Registry offices
send these girls to thle country withiout any
iaquiry about the place they are going to.
I know of some who hare gone to homes
some distance front a railway, and have been
forced to stay there until the iniploycis
allowed them to leave. I know of others
who have had to walk to the -railway in
,order to get away fromt the honies to which
they had been sent.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That is a bit far-
fetched, is it not?

Miss HOLMANK: It is the truth. I know
of a number of cases of the kind. Parlia-
ment should allow some control over the
wages and working conditions of these
girls. Wester-n Australia, which professes
to be in the forefront of industrial legi-sla-
tion, is far behind in this particular matter.
These girls should be given something to
look forward to other than a life of slavery.
At present they are looked upon contemiptu-
ously. If we gave them an opportunity to
form a union and go to the court, their
occupation would he more attractive and
Others would be encouraged to take it uip,
Wages as low as 5s. a week are paid to some
of these girls. I know of one well-educated
nice young girl who was obliged to do the
washing at 4 o'clock on a Stinday morning,

and :;e was not allowed to go Out. Other
people have offered these girls only board
and lodging in rofurn for their services. I
am opposed to the amendment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAJM: Many of these
domestics will become household managers
themselves in due eoutso, and wvill benefit
fromt thle training they have had. It is pos-
sible this clause will lead to only well-to-do
people employing this class of labour. There
are many women whose husbands earn vecry
little above the basic wage who need domes-
lice assistance in the home.

Miss flohuan: Bnt not as slaves.
Hlon. C. Gr. LATHAMt: I have never

heard of these conditions of slavery. There
are plenty of women anxious to secure
domestic help but they are unable to get it.
I know of a man in Toodyny whose wife
was il. Hle has four children and recives
only a low wage, but was forced to endeav-
our to secuire domestic assistance though he
could not afford -to do so. It is probiable
that eventually only people who are better
ol will be able to employ domestiv ser-
vants, -ind that others wrho would em-
ploy them if they could afford to do
so will be unable to engage stuch help.
This will -have the effect of forcing thorn
in-to a union or, at any rate, of enabling
them to form a. union, approachl the Arbitra-
tion Court and set uip improved conditions.
I do) not know of any othe-r direction in
which conditions very so mnuch as in connec-
tion with homes.

lion. P. Collier: That would be taken into
consideration by the Arbitration Court.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAIN: It would be ex-
tremely dillicult to define what would repre-
sent fair and reasonable conditions., People
who are comfortably off can limit the amount
of work a domesitic has to carry out and caill
shorten her hours of labour, but that will not
be possible in the homes of ordinary wage-
earners.

Mr, Crass: Not many of those people can
employ girls.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: In many insta-nces
they have to employ themn. The member for
Conning must k-now very little about the
domnestic affairs of many of the people he re-
presents. I can take him11 into homes inl his
constituency where the wives are delicate
and there are a number of young children.
Those people could not possibly afford to
employ domestics if we set up conditions
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that wvould prove impossible for wage
earners to comply with.

Hon. P. Collier: Should the domestic
forgo reasonable conditions because somte
men have delicate wives? That is an argu-
ment for charity, not for girls to sacrifice
themselves.

Hon. C. G. LATHANM: I have not sug-
gosted that, I have no objection to setting
up good conditions for domestics3, but let us
see to it that those conditions are suceh that
it is possible for people to give effect to
them. When domestics become married,
will theyr be able to carry out the conditions
that are contemplated?

Mr. lIMnbort: That is when their slavery
will begin.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon, member
is quite right.

Mr. Marshall: Thea we should amend the
marriage laws.

Hon. C. G-. LATIIAM:1 The great problem
is to train our youing girls so that they will
be fitted to become the wives of the future.
In view of the propaganda that is spread
about, they are encouraged to take employ-
mnent in shops where the conditions arc much
worse.

Mr. Lambert: Then why not legislate for
a minimum wage and provide an age limit
for those who can be employed in the chain
stores that are robbing and sapping this
country.

Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: We should look to
the futuore. The memaber for Nedlands
clearly set out the position. 'We are forcing
people into conditions of life that are un-
natural. There are flats to-day where the
occupants need only press a button and
s;omeone brings in the meal or cleans out tho
room. There is no home life under those
conditions.

Mliss Holm=r: Whose fault is that!I
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: The member for

lForrest has told us about beastly conditions
that prevail. but I have not seen anything
of them.

Mliss flolman: You would not know what
they were even if you did see them.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I certainly have
observed some conditions that were not all
that could he desired, but that applies also to
the homes of sonic people. I an afraid this
class of legislation wvill tend to limlit the em-
ployment of domestics to those who are in
highly paid positions. Then we must con-
sider the position regarding the training of

the girls to be the future mothers, and not
set lip coniditiofls that wvill be i1 iipoSSilV
for them to observe.

Mirs. CARDELL-OLIVER I oppose the-
anienilment, ilot because I agree wvith the
mtember for Forrest. or because I believe the
awful conditions she referred to p~revail at
present. iOn the whole, I have found that
domestic:s arc very well treated indeed. I
shall vote against thie amendment with a view
to moving a forther amendment to insert
after the reference to domestic servanits thei~
words, "qualified 1) N diplonla." It would be
imipossible to par a huge wage to an un-
qualified child who mightbe employed in a,
home to do a small amount of work.' On the.
other hand, if a qualified woman were em-
ployed, it should bie expected that she should
command a higher wage commensurate witht
her training-.

Mr. ifegney: Would yout suggest a Uni-
versity education?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Univer-
sity might provide a d1Toestic science school
and issue diplomnas. In those circumistances,,
we mtight then have decent cooking and less.
indigestion,

Miss HOrUfAN: I entirely disa gree witli
the remiarks of the Leader of the Opposition
whbo put up a case for the poor working7
in an, barely on the basic wage, with a deli-
cate wife and a large family. It is the first;
time lie has spoken with "tears in his voicGe
and sobs in his mouth" for that type of in-
dividual. Those who can employ domestic
assistance are not 'those in receipt of the-
basic wage. The man in that category, who.
has a delicate wife and a large family, will
probably have to employ & trained nurse
who will have to be paid £C4 4s. a week be-
cause she is a professional. According to,
the Leader of the Opposition, merely because.
a woman mnay get married and have at home
of her own, she must take these jobs to pre-
pare herself and he willing to work all sorts
of hours. It is nothing for these girls to'
wvork from 6 am. to 8 P.M.

Mr. Cross: And later still.
Miss HOLMAN: I am only giving what

may be regarded as ordinary hours.
Mr. Thorn: The servants have time off.
Miss HOLMAUN:- Very little, and then as:

a rule it is after the lunch washing has been
completed at about 3 o'elock.

Mr. Thorn: You do not believe in the girls
being trained?
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lion. P. Colliet: -Are many of the women
employers capalIe of training the girls?

Air. Thorn: Of course.
iLotn. P. Collier: Manyv of them cannot boil

water.
Mr. IMarshall: Without burning it.
Miss HOLMAN:; A conference was held

rentliy in Mielbourne and it was attended
by women of all classes, including sonmc
titled lies. The question of domestic work
was discussed and conference carried a
motion to the effect that, apart altogether
fromt the training the girlis should receive,
there should be a training, schtool for
inisttesses.

Hon. N. Keenan: Quite righit, too.
lion P. Collier: And )to cocktail school

,either.
Mkr. Lambert: Or cigarette smoking class.
Miss HOLMAN: I do not agree witth

member for Subiaco who suggested that
only those possessing a diploma should have
all opportunity to approach the Arbitration
Court to seeure better wvages and improved
conditions. Mly experience of the Arbitra-
tion Court is thiat huge wvages, such as the
lion. member referred to, are not provided
for young persons.

11r. iMarshall: Of course they are not!
Miss HOLMAN: On the contrary, tte

Arbitration Court ])rovides a small wage for
youtng persons, so that even if these girls
were allowed to approach the Arbitration
Court, they' could not hope to secure a buge
wage, but would receive a great deal less
than they are justly etntitled to. I support
the clause as it stands because these girls
arc calling, for justice when they ask, to he
allowed to re~'ster a; workers. It is all
very well to talk about training these girls
to be wives. Some of them train so much
that they become delicate and unfitted fo-
married life.

Mr. Thorn: Half the young men to-day
are living on tinned fish.

Mfiss HOLMtAN: Because they are too
selfish to support a wrife to cook them other
sorts of food.

Mr. STYANTS: I oppose the amendment.
The motive behind it is the fear that if the
clause be passed, domestic servants will be
placed under the jurisdiction of the Arbitra-
tion Court and will have an opportunity to
secure better conditions, shorter hours and
l~gher wages. After having investigated the
position extensively on the goldfields and in
the metropolitan area, I am convinced that
domewtie servants represent the most sweated

section of industrial wvorkers in the State.
Some start at 6 a.m. and, with short breaks,
wvork through until after the evening meal.
In many instances they are expected to
stay at home to mind the children and put
them to bed during the absence of their
employers at the picture shows. By the time
those domestics have finished their work,
they have been at it for 15 or 16 hours. There
are some employers who provide reasonable
conditionts for their domestics, bat they *are,
the exception, not the rutle. I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that the pro-
posal will favour wealthy persons who wvill
be able to employ servants, but I cannot see
that there is any difference between a private
home where there are three or four grown-
up sons and another where the people take
in one or two boarder,. Fromt the stand-
point of the domestic seuvant, the position
is the same. As one who had to live in,
lboarding houses 'before settling down to
married life, I realise that great skill
is required to make a good domestic. I know
that some girls cannot make beds and are
poor cooks. There is just as much skill
required for efficient housekeeping
as for tapping the keys of a typewriter
all day or going behind a counter and(
wrapping up small parcels of haberdashery.
There is no shortage of domestics as sug-
gested by one of the members of the Opposi-
tion, provided that decent wages and reason-
able hours are provided. The shortage is
brought about only by the unfavourable and
unattractive conditions held out to girls to
induce them to enter domestic service. When
girls arc offered, as the member for Forrest
pointed out, 10s. or 12s. a week for work-
ing something like 10 or 14 hours a day,
it is no wonder that they do not offer for
service. The atnendmeent should be defeated
and the clause remain as it is, in order that
this section of workers should not be sweated
in the future as they have been in the past.

The MINISTER R EMPLOYMENT:
I an -hardly think that the member for
Nedlands persuaded himself that he pnt for-
ward any reasons in support of the amend-
ment moved by him. As an excuse for the
continued exploitation of domestic servants
he offered the contention that the work done
in private homes could not really be regarded
as something in the nature of an industry,
and that the granting of recognition to this
type of worker might have the effect of
hampering home life as we know it. He
entirely ignored the main point of this see-
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tion off the amendment which is whether
(lomestic servants are entitled to receive some
recognition from Parliament and, by receiv-
ing- such recognition, to receive some pro-
tection regarding- the conditions unaer which
they shiall work find the rates at which they
shall he paid. It is an easy matter to paint
a picture of the disastrous effects that might
occur if this down-trodden type of worker
has her conditions improved. There is
nothing new% in that type of argumnent.

Hon. P. Collier: It is hundreds of years
,old.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMNENT:
The same excuses have been used right down
the years when any body of workers have
attempted to gain improvement in their con-
ditions. Every memiber of this Cam mittee
will recall how in years past, when efforts
were being made to improve industrial con-
ditions, the cry of the ruination of industry
was raised on every hand. It seems to ine
that the member for Nedlauds has demon-
strated the entire bankruptcy of his case
by being forced to adopt this old cry of the
possibility of home life being hampered and
injured and, to a certain extent, destroyed
if these domestic workers are given protec-
tion. The Leader of the Opposition was
very concerned about families where the
bre adwinner was not in receipt of a high
wage or salary. He instanced cases where
families for one cause or another required
domestic hell) but, on account of the low
inconie of the breadwinner, were not able
to obtain it. Then he indicated that they
were not able to obtain the help) because
it was not available. It was not a question
of wages or conditions that prevented them
from obtaining the help; bitt the scarcity of
people willing and able to do the work. If
that proves anything it proves that
girls are offering in fewer numbers for
thk- typ-e of work; that if the present eon-
ditionsl are allowed to continue the number
of g-irls offering will continue to decrease.
I s there an y member of this Committee who
could blame a girl for refusing to offer for
such employ-ment when, in a great nuniber
of cases, the wages are extremely low and
the conditions they are compelled to work
under are extremely unfair? If the Leader
of the Opposition desires to increase the
numbcer of domestic workers available he
should be prepared to assist in giving these
workers a reasonable opportunity of hav-
ing their conditions improved. M~ly experi-
enco of the poorer type of family has been

that where they require assistance through.
siekness or somec other cause the help is
usually provided by other poor people liv-
ing in the vicinity, WNhile the Leader of
the Opposition had every sympathy for this
type of family and a good deal of concern
for other p~eolple, hie seemed to have no sym-
jpathy or concern for the persons wve are
eadoavouring to help under this provision.
He made no suggestion as to how the con-
ditions and reward of domestic workers could
be improved.

Bon. C. 0. Latham: You didn't expect
ic to imnpro 've your Bill for you, did you?

The -MINISTER FOR EMTPLOYMENT:
1 did not expect the Leader of the Oppo-
s,-tion to improve the Bill, and I did not
expect one ounce of support from him for
*the provisions in the Bill calculated to im-
prove the conditions of this type of worker.

Mifr. Cross: Or any other worker either.
The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:

He suggested that if we improved the con-
ditions ol! domestic workers and gave them
a reasonable reward-

Hon. C, 0. Latham: I never said any-
thing of the sort. Speak the truth.

The MNINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I have not yet explained what I was going
to explain.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: I have heard enough
of it already.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I know you. have. The Leader of the 0 ppo-
sion never appreciates-

Hon. 0. 01. Latham: Untruths!
The MIN12ISTER FOR EMPLOYMERNT:

-an ap~propriateZ sunmming up of the effect
of the statements he makes in this House
from timie to time, but whether he appreci-
ates it or not, I propose to go on with
what I intended to say. The Leader of the
Opposition suggested that if we improved
the conditions of these workers and pro-
vided that they should be paid a reason-
able wage thay would become accustomed to
enjoying a certain standard of living within
the community. Then he went on to state
that when they married they would exp~ect
to early on with a standard of living
equally good if not higher. If they were
not able to do this we would bie sowing the
seeds of domiestic instability in our coin-
munity. I doubt whether hoe persumaded
even himsel with argument.s of that de-
sc-ription. Is it not a fact that many girls
to-day occupying pos'tions in industry
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where the industrial conditions are good,
where wages and salaries are good, marry;
and while it is true their standard of liv-

igas married women is not as good as in
the days of their single blessedness, does
that bring into existence a condition of
domestic insta-bility? Of course it does not.
When a girl marries she realises, in the
majority of eases, that homle life demands
:from her a greater service than she would
give to an employer, that it demands cer-
tain sacrifices: and she realises that what-
ever work she is putting in she is doing for
.her own sake and that of her husband and
family. There is no strength in the con-
-tention put forward by the Leader of the
Opposition in this connection. If the combi-
tions and wages of domestic workers were
improved that would not halve a tendency
to create domestic instability, but it would
hare the tendency of putting these girls in
a better position to take on married life.
The member for Subiaco stated that she
favoured the wording of the clause as it
,stood, but proposed to move an amendment
-which would p~rovide that this protection
to domestic workers would only apply to
those in possession of sonic specia'.l diplomia.

Mr. Cross: 'Where are they going to get
diplomias?

The MNISTER F0OR EMPLOYMENT:
I do not wvant to ask the many awkward
questions that could he asked in this re-
gard, but it is no use taking up an attitude
of giving to these workers the protection
they deserve with one hand, and then talk-
ing- that protection away with the other.
If we are going to grant this protection, let
us give it and not make it worthless. Do we
say that tin ordinary worker shall nut comne
under the protection; of the court simply be-
cause he does not possess some special
diploma? We leave the court to determline
what unskilled workers shall receive and
what additional reward shall be paid to
,,killed workers. Undoubtedly the same
principle would operate with domestic
workers.

Mr. Thorn: You leave it to the court when
it suits you.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOY-MENT:
I would be prepared to leave the hon. mem-
ber to a court., but not the Arbitration Court.
The authority deciding the wages would have
discretion to say how much, *in addition to
the ordinary wage, a domestic in possession
of a diploma should receive. I hope the
atmendment will be rejected.

Lon. C. G. LATHEAM: The Ml-inister has
a knack of autagonising members rather than
a facility to gain their help to frame legisla-
tion on an acceptable basis. He credited me
with having said something about wages. I
did not use the word in relation to domestic
servants. I spoke of conditions. I know
very little of the waeges paid to domestics.
I have not been interested in the subject, and
shalt not set myself up as an authority, as
the Mfinister has done. I tried to reason out
what would occur in a homne if the definition
were not amnended. The Mlinister said that
bad conditions accounted for the difficuilty of
getting domestics. I do not believe that is so.

Miss Holman: It is so.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not believe it.
Mfiss Holnman: But you said you did not

know anythin about it.
Ho011 C, G. Il-ATHA-I: I said ahout

wa.ges. Aui idea. prevails that a girt working
behind at cojunter is superior to one employed
in domestic service. That view is encouraged
by members opposite. A womian who has
been ini service makes a better wife and
mother than does one who has spent years
behind a counter. I aum anxious to see the
best conditions provided for domestics, but
people who need domestic help should not he
denied it. People enjoying high incomes can
obtain all sorts of electrical contrivances to
lessen. labour in the home, but poorer people
hove to do their work in the old-fashioned
way, and they are the ones who require as-
sstance. The Minister is throwving the onus

on the three members of the Arbitration
Court who know nothing of the miatter. If
lie proposes to set up a, court for domestic,
servants, why not have three women onl it.

Mr. Rodoreda: You are not serious.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am. Mfembers

of the Arbitration Court have to be experts
in everything, and when their deciosions do
not satisfy the workers they, go on stirike and
the Government support them.

The Minister for Lands: The domestics
might prefer three men.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Perhaps the men
would not 'he qualified to judge.

The Minister for Works: The only eourt
qualified is one that understands the value
of evidence.

Ron. C. G. LATHAM: What about set-
ting up a court consisting of the member for
Forrest, the member for Subiaco and an
appointee from outside Parliament?9

Hon. N. KEENAkT: I do not dispute that
miany domestic servants suaffer considerable
disabilities, but the Bill does not propose to
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cure all the disabilities in the world. It iz;
designed to deal with disabilities arising in
pursuit of an industry. Domestics might.
well be protected under some appropriate
measure, but I contend that domestic service
is not an industry, and reference to domes.
tie service is entirely foreign to the Bill.
The MAinister merely replies that it is an in-
dustry. How on earth can the maintenance
of a borne be desig-nated an industry? That
is the point to which I addressed myself.
I have been informed that severe conditions-
are sometimes imposed upon women who
undertake mending or stitching in homes.
They are not protected by the Bill, and 1
cannot object to their remakning unpro-
tected, because they are not taking- part iii
industry. Other l)eopIe could be named
whom this Bill does not protect. The domes-
tie servant in the hom-not a home carry-
ing on the industry of a hoarding house,
even to the limited extent of keeping one-
boarder-is not a person taking part ia an
industry, and for that reason only I 'bject
to the'definition. I should like to see con-
ditions generally Applicable to domestic ser-
vants, if not entirely cured, at any -rate
ameliorated, but this measure does not pro-
perly deal with the subject.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I move an

amlendment-
That after ' servait'' (the words "'rualified

by a diploma" be inserted.
Many domestics are, totally unqualifed.
Nine out of ten have to be taught. If a
union rate of wage be fixed for domestics,
they should possess a diploma.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did you have a
diploma to come here!?

Mrs. CAR.DELrOLIVER: The electors
said 1 was qualified.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Qualified bec-ause
you won the scat.

Mrs. CARDELL-OIIVER:- I am proving&
myself now. If I am rejected] at the next
e!lection, the hon. member will know I was
not the right person. The -Minister ispokEa
about paying extra money for skill. Almost

half of the relief workers receive more than
the basic wage because thev are skilled.
Therefore, when a domestic servant is taken
into a home, the employer has a right to
expect her to be skilled, particularly if a
union rate of wag--e has to be paid. This
would result in less talk afterward-, bectause
there would be less indigestion.

Mliss HOLM-IAX\: I oppose the amendment
on the ground that we wvould he giving some-

thing with one, hand and taking it away with
the other. -Under the amendment, almost
every domestic in the State would be ex-
cluded. Probably not one in a thousand
would hold a diploma.

Mr. Marshall: What diplomia is it?
Miss HOLMAN: A diploma of domnestic

seecProbably.
Mr. Mfarshall: 'Where is it to he obtained!
Miss 1-lOLMAN: Nowhere in Western

Australia.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Provision could

easily be made for that.
Miss I{OrMAN: The amendment affords

ain opportunit 'y to avoid open opposition to
the definition,

Itr. Cross: A hollow pretence!
Miss ITO]JMAN: Yes. The member for

Subiaco knows there is no chair of domestic
science at the University, and 110 college or
school of domestic science in the State.
What the domestic -wants is the right to live
mnd to receive a, decent wage, and not to be
-vorked all the hours around the clock.

Mr. Lambert, W"hat ahout introducing the
Iron Cross?

Miss HOLMAN: An iron tin-opener
would be more appropriate for the hon.
member. Only those who intended to fol-
low domestic work in the future could ever
hope to be protected by the amnment.
Those now ini domestic work could not ob-
tain diplomas, because they woulda not have
sufficient to keep thoem fobr six months while
they went to the Eastern States for a
diplomia. Even, if there were a domestic
college established here, it would take at
least six months to get a diploma. The
Melbourne diplomna, I understand, takes
three years to acquire. The amendment re-
[presents a means of making the clause abso-
lutely meaningless. Supporters; of the

amndment are apparently seeking to rev-ive
or -erpetante the old feudal system, when
the lord of the manor "'as surrounded with
serfs and slaves .

Mir. SEWARD: The eloquence displayed
by members opposite almost convinces me of
th justice of the clause. What they de-
scribe, ho-wever, does not apply to country
districts, where the ruling rate of wages is3
nothing like 7s. 6id. or 10s. per week.

M1iss Holnian: It is 30s. a week, for man
andT wife.

Mr. SEWARD: There is -not the slightest
hope of getting a domestic in the country
for less than £1 a week. The report of the
Employment Bureau states that there is a
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big demand for femnale domestics, and su--
gests that the training of suitable girls in
this class of work would help to relieve the
position. The report expresses the hope
that something- in that direction miay be done
in the near future. That bears out the
argument of the member for Subiaco. No
two domesties are alike in point of experi-
ence and ability.

Miss Hlolman:- Are any two workers alike?
MAr. SEWARD: No. Mfargins9 for skill

should apply to domestics just as to other
workers. Therefoire T support the amend-
ment.

Hon. C. Ca, LATHA1AM: Even if the
amendment is not carried, I hope the Mns
ter will see whether it is not possible to edui-
onto girls to a standard of effciency in do-
mestic science. Certainly T would not sug-
gest the costly expedient of a chair of do-
mestic science at the University. 'The inem-
ber for Subinco is to lie thanked for putting-
forward the sug-gestion contained in her
amendment. At the new girls' school do-
mnestic science should be taught.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is being taught.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM. Then I cannot be-

liere all that the member for Forrest states.
Miss flolman: There is no diploma.
Hon. C, G. LATHFAM: That matter could

surely be arranged. Why cannot there be at
leaving certificate for domestic science?

Miss Holman: What about the girls work-
iug to-day

Hon. C. 0. LATRAIM: The provision
should not apply to them. If we can attain
a more efficient service, why should we not
d~o so'? And if a girl is efficient, let her be
placed in a position to advertise her wares.

Miss Hlolman: If a girl has not got a
diploma, sh is to accept nything, or per-
haps nothing!

i-Ion. C_ G. LATHAIIM: The bon. member
knows that conditions have improved vastly
during- the hist few years, even for persons
engaged in domestic work.

Mr. LAMBERT: It wouild be absurd to
consider the amendment seriously. The set-
ting-up of standards in domestic work is
absolutely impossible.

Mrs. GCirdcll-.Oliver: It is being done in
other cou4nt~ries.

Mr. LAMBERT: To say that any person
before receiving ordinary decent living con-
ditions must possess a diploma is absurd.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I did not say that.

Mri. LAA[BERTItT e .r1, endilnt implies'
it.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: 'Nothing of the sort.
Mr. LAMBERT: The amendmnent implies,

that in order to secure decent living, condi-
tions, a person must have a diploma in do-
niestie science.

R-on. W. 0., Johnson:. Yes. That is the.
amendment.

31r. [.AMNBE1RT: Persons employed in do-
Muestie Work should have the protection of'
Ihe Arbitration Court. Miss Holman is to,
be conmnended for her defence of domestic.
workers.

Mr. Cross: Would you support diplomas
for mistresses?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, certainly. In the-
ordinary decent home with an ordinarily de-
cent mistress there is an attempt to give the-
domestic wvorkier decent living conditions
commensurate with what. can be afforded. I
hope the atuendment will he defeated.

The MiNNISTElt FOR E-MPLOYMENT:
'The Leaider of time Opposition and the
inemnbmmr lon I-idgelly endeavoured to indi-
cate that a matter we should discuss under
this aineinlinent was the question regarding
the desirability of settingr up a systemt of
training that w-ould enable diplomas to he
given to students who passed through that
system of training. The amendment has
nothing at al to do with that question. We
can all1 agree that there is room for sonic
such systemn of training as, that to be set
lip. I go so far as to say that steps arc
already being taken iii a. certain diretion
to set np a system of training of that des-
eription. The anmnent has nothing
wrhatever to do with that; it would restrict
the protection proposed to be given by the
Bill to only those workers irho are in
pnss~ii of a special diploma.

MUr. Marshall: Everybody else would he
excluded.

The MINISTER FORl EMPLOYMENT:
Every) other domestic worker would be
totall y excluded. The member for Forrest
has pointed out that at the present time
there are domestic workers in the State who
would he completely excluded from this
pr otection. The only person who would
gal a any beniefit would be the specially
skilled type of domnestic worker, the very
type who would not neced protection because
the specially skilled mnis or woman in any
industry Can demand good conditions and
fair wages. So this amendment is of a very
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,destructive type. I wish every member to
be quite clear as to what the effect of the
amendment would be if it were accepted by
the Committee. I strongly oppose it.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. N. J{EENAIN: I move an amend-

inest-
That in lime 12 of paragraph (b) the words

4' or substantially" be struck out.
Xy reason for moving the amendment is
that the words have no definite meaning.
The paragraph deals -with canvassers and
these people are often engaged in the work
of canvassing in their spare time. It cean-
not be said that such a person is engaged in
the industry of canvassing. I propose to
,ask the Committee to abolish the rLestriction
altogether because if a. man works as a
canvasser for one or more employers, that
should not mnake any difference. Instead of
having one employer he is doing his work
for many; hut my objection to the words I
propose should b~e struck out is that they
arc too indefinite, and would make the
clauise unworkable. If a man is engaged
in an industry, then let hini come in, but
if he is not, hie should not be affected by
the provisions of the Bill.

Mr. NORTH: In Queensland there has
been the experience which leads me to
support the amendment. An award was
given in that State and the effect -was that
-many insurance agents lost their livelihood.
The -Minister, therefore, should agree to
the deletion of the words and permit the
clause to apply where an insurance agent
-was wholly engaged in the one business.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
-It. is true as the member for Claremont has
said that Queensland has legislated with
regard to insurance canvassers, but whether
.all the dire results he spoke of have
followed, I am not in a position to say. In
the Queensland Act the word "substantially"
is not used, but "canvasser" is defined as
meaning and including any persoin wholly
-or mainly employed in the work. of canvass-
ing. If the word "mainly" can ,be inter-
preted, then the word "substantially" can
also be interpreted. I do not anticipate
there will be any difficulty at all in defining
what is ilicant by "substantially." If -we
'were to delete the -word as asked for by the
-member for Nedlands, we would then limit
the application of the amendment to those
canvassers wholly enmploycd, that is to say,
those giving 100 per cent. of their services

to this class of work. There are mnany can-
vassers who do give 90 per cent. of their
services to canvassing for insurance busi-
ness, and there aire others who give 80 and(
even 70 per c-ent. of their services to the
worki. It is necessary that some other word
in addition to the word "wholly" should
remuain in the clause. "Substantially" indi-
Cates that if a person is canvassing for
insurance and his services axe being sub-
stantially devoted to that type of work
that would then comei under- the pr-ovision.
There has been no difficulty worth speaking
about in the administration of the Queens-
land Act and so it is essential that there
should be words in the clause to provide for
those canvassers wlho do not devote 100 per
cent. of their services to the business of
canivassing. I oppose the amendment,

Hoi.. C. G1. LATHAM: There are many
ag1fents, particularly in the country districts,
at certain periods of the year who do a
considerable amount of work in the direction
of canvassing for insurance companies, not
wily lire but fire. At Ihm-vest time, for
instance, quite a lot of insurance work is
done, and after harvest life-insurance work
is taken, on. I desire to know how the Minis-
ter is going to deal with those people.

The MIN-ISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The hion. member, I have no doubt, has in
mind local business people who may be in
possession of agencies for insurance com-
panies. I amr quite sure in my own mind
that those people could not he brouLght under
this p)rovision, becaiuse for 11 mnonths out of
the 12 they would he spending practically
the -whole of their time or the major part
of their time in activities other than those
conneoted with insurance. It may be that
at certain periods they wvould give a fair
aitount of time to writing fire insurances
or sonic other type of insurance, and they
could not be regarded as devoting their
services wholly or substantially to this work.

Hon. C. G3. Lathan: But they would be
deriving some income from. it.

The MINI,\1STER1 FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Income is no criterion by -which to measure
whether they will come uinder this provision
or not. It may be that the interpretation
of the mnember for Nedlands is correct, and
on the other hand, a common sense reading
of the paragraph would lead us to decide
that the criterion by whiich an insurance
agent's services would be measured would
not he the amount of money he received
from this or some other activity, but on
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a--eount of the service lie gave in carrying
onl the business of an insurance canvasser.

Progress reported.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILLS (3)--RETURNED.

1, Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment.

2, Land Tax and Income Tax.
3, Electoral Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT (No. 3).

eceived frn, the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Watts, read a first time.

BILL-FNAOIL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilcock-
G-eraldton) [7.311 in moving the second
reading said: This Bill contains the defini-
tions and machinery necessary to give effect
to the proposals in the taxing Bill. When
originally I introduced the taxing- Bill some
of the provisions in this Bill were contained
i that Bill, and so it wvas ruled out of order.

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: When I read this
Bill I was sorry we did not let the other go.

The PREMIIER: That Bill was ruled out
on the round that we were not in order in
putting some of these amendments into the
taxing Bill; hence the necessity for this
Bill, which includes also some fresh provi-
sions which have not yet been explained.
When introducing the taxing measure I ex-
plained sonic of the provisions contained in
the Hill now before the House, as for in-
stance the basic wage and the basic income,
and the fact that under the provisions of
the Bill certain incomes will not be taxed.
in the tax Bill this year it is proposed to
alter the incidence of the rate, and com-
panies or persons who have income assessed
for a 12 monthly period will pay tax at
the rates under the present Act in re-
spect of the income of th& first. six
month- of the year of income; and for the
reninnler of the year they will pay tax
ae:o rdling to the rates. set out in the Schedule

of this Bill. That means that there will he
an accounting period, or a period in respect
of which payment of tax payable by a com-
pany on profits mlade or on interest re-
ceived f rom investments, or on premiums
received in such period under the pro-
visions of the Dividend Duties Act is
adjusted. People paying tax on an annual
nfle ill pay the same amount of tax as
those people on wages who are taxed weekly.
We have in the Bill a definition of "depend-
ant." This will appl ,y where the definition
of "member of a family" is not used. The
word "dpnat is more suitable, and of
course it necessitates a definition. The new
provisions in the Bill includle an exemptiou
for ministers of religion from the payment
of this tax on salaries or emoluments or fees,
derived from their vocations as ministers of
religion. But if they are in receipt of any
other income, that other income -will be taxed
at the rate that would apply to the whole.
of their earnings. Bnt, as I have said, a
minister's salary, emoluments and fees
directly received as a minister of religion
will be exempt.

'Mr. Thorn: Even if he gets £C1,000 a year?
The PREMIER: As his stipend as a min-

ister of religion, yes.
Air. Stubbs: Not many of them get that.
The PRBMIER: No, I know what the

salaries are. A deputation representing- all
denominations waited on the Premier some
time ago and explained their circumustances
and the calls that are wade upon them-. It
seems that when any of their parishioners
are in trouble they always go to a minister
of religion for assistance.

Mr. Stubbs: Or to a member of Parlia-
ment-

The PREMiER: Yes. T think iii some,
circumstances they go more often to mem-
bers of Parliament than to ministers of-
religion.

Mr. Cross: Well, why not treat miembers:
of Parliament the same as ministers of reli-
gion under the Bill?

The PREMIER: It might he open to any
memhnr who so desired to move an amend-
ment in that direction. The plea was put up
particularly on behalf of country ministers of
religion. It seems that when any country
parishioner is in trouble he goes straight
to his denominational minister;, and some-
times the man in trouble will go to the re-
presenitatives of two or three denomiimation&
and zet something from each of them.
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Hion. N.Keenan: Are ministers of re-
ligion exempt under the Income Tax Act?9

The PREMIER: No, but they are exempt
from payment of rates and taxes under ;-ari
.0118 Other Acts.

Mr. Patrick: They do not pay motor car
licenses,

'the PREMER: No; nor do they pay
-wheel tax under the Municipalities Act.

Hon. X. Keenan: You propose that they
should pay a tax. The House did that.

The PREMIER: Yes, and we are bring-
ineg this into line with what the House did.

Mr. Thorn: I thought it was that they
ialways appealed to their parishioners.

The PREMIER: I think it will he recog-
nised that people in the towns, if they get
ito trouble, go to the ministers of religion
for assistance, and particularly in country
towns does that obtain. In any case the
deputation I spoke about made out a very
-good case to the Premier some months ago,
and it was thought that it would be only
,equitable, in view of the circumstances and
all the existing legislation, to grant exemp-
tion to ministers of religion from this tax.
Clause 6 contains a provision which makes
employers liable to pay the tax without de-
duction. At present it is an obligation on
the employers or on any person paying
wages to another for the payor to deduct
the financial emergency tax. 1II the em-
ployer does not deduct the tax he commits
an offence against the Act for which he can
be punished, but no provision has been made
in the past for the recovery of the tax. It
is thought that if the employer ha~s 'wilfully
neglected 'his duty in this respect be should
'be responsible for the tax.

Hdon. N. Keenan: You impose a penalty
:and also make him responsible for the tax-

The PREMIER: That is the usual thing
in such circumstances. You have to carry
cout a duty and you pay a penalty if you
-neglect it.

Mr. -Marshall: I think de Bernales' son-in-
law experienced that recently.

The PREMIER: This clause therefore
-makes the employer liable to collect the tax.

Rion. C. G. Latham: It makes both of
them responsible, does it not?

The PREMIER: No, but it could. I
should say that only the word "or" recpires
-to be inserted to make the provision qipply
to both. Clause 7 provides that tbe limita-
tion of period for prosecution for any
,offence against the Act shall be extended to
three years. tUnder the Assessment Act it is
provided that it shall be dealt with on

the lines of the Justices Act which makes
it necessary for any notion for re-
covery to be taken within six niontlhs.
It is impossible to ascertain whether these
offences have been committed within that
time, because we do not employ an army of
inspectors to look up the books of the em-
lloyers and other people who are liable for

the deduction of the tax from those to whom
they make payments. It was thought that
the saine provision should apply as inl the
Land and Income Tar Assessment Act We
should give the right to recover tip to a
period of three years, and aplly that prin-
ciple to this particular tax. There has been
considerably more activity in the matter of
the inspection of accounts, arid it is clear
that people are carrying out their obliga-
stion under Thle Act to a greater extent.
During the last year a considerable addition
was made to the amount that we expected
from this legislation. This is due to more
effective supervision and inspection of the
books by people -who are supposed to deduct
the tax and pay it into revenue,

Mr. Lambert: What is the percentac of
cost for collecting the revenue out of tim
income tax?

The PREMIER: We pay the Common-
wealth Government about £E30.OOO a year for
the right to use the Commissioner ofTaxa-
tion and his officers. Out of that sum the
Commissioner supplies the insrectors, and
everything else. Whilst he is making inspec-
tions for the State income tax, he makes
similar inspections for the Federal income
tax.

Mr. Patrick: Is anything additional
charged for the collection of this tax9

The PREMIER: Yes. To a great extent,
the obligation for the collection of the tax
is east upon the employer. All the Commis-
sioner does, in most cases, is to collect the
money which is paid in by the employers.
Under the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act it is possihle to go hack three years9 with
-regard to inspections and the right to prose-
aute for taxes not paid. It is thought reason-
able that the provisions of that Act should
apply to this Bill. We have not many
inspectors, and a tremendous amount of
work has to he done. It is impossible to
carry out inspections within a period of six
months. Three years is deemed to be a rea-
sonable timre under the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Act, and there seems no rea-
son why the Commissioner should not have
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that time in which to see that people have
been standing uJ) to their responsibilities in
connection with this particular taxc. The
Bill contains the provisions which are found
in the other Bill that was introduced re-
cently, writh one or two additional matters
whbich I have already explained. I move-

Titat the Bill be now rend a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. Gl. Latbam, debate
adjourned.

BILL-FLNANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
(No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 5th November.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [7.48] :
The Treasurer has been unwise in making
any alteration 'to the basis of this tax. I
admit that during the past three years it
has been the custom of Parliament to ex-
dlude from the operations of the Act the
married basic wage-earner. The system that
has been adopted during that time should
be continued. It is unwise to make any
alteration, and in consequence I hope the
Treasurer will agree to revert to the old
system.

The Premier: Of putting down a statu-
tory amount.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What was done
previously was that when the basic wage
was below £3 10s., we set the standard at
£E3 10s., but when it rose to that amount,
we made an alteration upj to £3 12s.

Mr. Sleeman: And you want £3 12s. now.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will agree to

£3 14s., which will carry out the practice
we have followed for the past three years,
but I do not wvant the hon. member to make
my speech for me. He would only dis-
agree with me, and if I did say what he
wished, he would still disagree with me.

Nr. Nulson: What about the basic wage
on 'the goldfields?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: People on the
goldfields never have been exempt. I do
not want the hon. member to divert me
from what I propose to say. At present
persons in receipt of less than £3 12s. a week
are exempt from the tax, and will be exempt
to the end of the year. There is no jus-
tification for any alteration, except that at
the end of the year, generally in the third
or fourth quarter, there is an increase in, the
basic wage, and this has brought some
people under the taxing measure who were

[60]

previously exempt front it. When this mea-
sure was originally introduced in 1932, the
intention was to make up some of the defi-
ciencies occasioned by the paying out of
money for the sustenance of those who
could not find employment.

The Premier: And other things.
Hor. C. G. LATHAM: But that in par-

ticular. Between £300,000 and £600,000
a year was paid out for the sustenance of
men who could not obtain employment.
Since then conditions have changed, and
the amount found by the Government for
unemploynment relief is now very small. I
have pointed out already this session that
the Government have a great deal more
money than they ever had. Receipts from
taxation last year exceeded the 1932-SB col-
leotions by £1,000,000. The Government are
not using the money to provide better con-
ditions for those men for whom originally
wve found the money. It is not so much
want of funds as it is want of control in the
exlpenditure. There are about 9,000 men
who are still earning below the basic wage.
If the Government desire to raise more
money by taxation, that additional money
should he used towards improving the con-
ditions of those 9,000 men. Whilst we are
improving the conditions of people who are
on the higer scale of salaries and wages,
we should do something for those who are
still on the lower scale, especially
married men with families. It is
not too much to ask that some people
should pay up to Is. in the pound, and not
too much to ask that those wvho are in re-
ceipt of the basic wage should also pay
something towards the alleviation of the
conditions of those who are not getting
'the basic wage.

Mr. Sleemnan: The basic wage-earner can-
not afford to pay anything.

Hon C. 0. LATHAM: But he is
now paying the tax, and there has
been very little complaint from that
quarter. I know that the basic wage earner
is willing to make a small contribution
to improve the lot of his less fortunate
fellows. He has never objected to this, nor
do I think there would be any ground for
such objection. The Treasurer tells us it
is proposed to give some relief to those
who are in receipt of between £400 and
£C590 a year. I can see no logical reason
'for reducing the tax in the case of such
people. The original idea advanced by the
-member for Boulder, when he held tbe office
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of Treasurer, was a sound one. He gave a
groat deal of consideration to the matter.
Nothtg'& has occurred since to warrant any
alteration. It is illogical to give a
man in receipt of between £400 and
£500 a year a rebate of 14. or 2d., partienu-
larly when we have a number of men
wvbo are stilt looking to the Government for
assistancze. The principle of taxing single
men at the same rates as those with de-
pendants is wrong, I do not know why they
are brought into line on the £6 a week rate.
Why not increase the tax on the higher
incomes I

The Premier: They are already paying
more income tax.

Hon. C. G. [LATHAM: So are the rest.
The Premier: No.
Honn. C. G. LATHA3M: There is no in-

crease in the ease of a single man.
The Premier: Single men pay more in-

come tax than married men.
Hon. C. G-. LATUA31: There has been no

alteration during the last six or seven years.
The Premier:- They have always paid

more.
Hon. C. G. LATHAII: Ouly because they

start on. £150 a year whereas a married manl
starts on £e200 a year. That is the only
exemption -there is. It would do no
harm to tax them at a higher rate,
and would not inconvenience them in
any way if they were askced to make
a eontribution of a further sum. Persons
with dependent;, on a salary exceeding £338,
will pay the same rate as persons without
dependants. The emergency tax was origin-
ally imposed to provide more cash for the
Government when they were called upon to
pay out large sums to assist those who were
out of employment. In the circumstancesz.
single men might well be asked to makc, fur-
ther contributions to clean up that matter
first. It has been said in the House that the
wage-earner in this State is taxed very
heavily compared with the wage-earner in
the other States. That is not so. In New
South Wales a man on £200 a year pays £5
by way of a special tax, or £10 in all: and
if in receipt of £,300 a year, he pays a special
tax of £10. In Victoria, he pays s' 6d.' on
Z300i, £2 6s. on £200, and £4 6s. on £00., In
Queensland, a man on £100 pays 16s. 8d-
by way of special tax, on £200 he pays £4
3s. 4d., and on £300 he pays £10. In South
Australia, he is exempt on £100,
but on £200 he pays £1, income
tax and all, and on £C300 he pays
£9 5s. 6d. In Western Australia, he is ex-

empt on £100, and on £200 he pays £2 6is.
8d., and on £300, £0 5s. In Tasmania, where
they say the finances are miore difficult 1hnua
they are in anly other part of Australia, a_
man on £100 pays a special tax of £1 13s.
4d1., on £200 he pays £3 6s. 8d., and on £300
he pays, £5- In Queensland and Tasmania,
where they have Labour Governments, men
on the smaller incomes arc taxed, and in
Queensland such a mnan pays 16s. Sd, orl
£100.

Mr. Sleeman: That does not make it right
here.

Hion. C. G. LATHAMN: It is not against
Labour principles there. They stick to their
priiiciples, just as much as any other State
Government does. Tasmania collects £1 Ia
Id. from a wages na-n on £100. The wvork-
ing man, here is not really rightly taxed in
comparison with the workiing man in other
parts of Australia. I would point out the
diffic-alties that the tax collector is going to
experience in collecting this tax. Theme are
three basic wages, one for the metropolitan
area, one for the South-West division, or
agricultural areas, and one for the mining
areas, or goldfields. If T were asked where
the boundaries were, I would not he able to
reply.

Air. Sleemnan: The man who is getting the
wa ges knows.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM. I do not think he
does. The bon. member could not say
whether Burracoppin would be in the gold-
fields area or not. When we aisk the em-
ployer to he the tax collector, we ought to
make it easy for hi'm to collect the tax.
According to the Bill introduced to
ani end the Assessment Act, the employer
will be liable if the rate of taxs is
not collected. It would- be better to
leave things as they are instead of
asking the tax collector to try
to ascertain where the boundaries are,
and so make it easier for him.
Then, again, there is the positioa regarding
the variation in the basic wage. T believe
there are many members of this House
whob could not say off-hand what is the basic
wage that applies in different parts of the
State. The basic wage for the tucti-opolitan
area is £3 12s., for the South-Wes tern divi-
sion £3 13s. and for the golrlflelds £4 7s.
Although we exclude from taxation those in
receipt of the basic wage or below that
amount, there will not be many men who will
secure the relief that members generally may
think. For instance, very few%, men on the
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goldfields are in receipt of the basic wage;
nlearly all fire paid a margin for skill, and,
iii consequence, nearly all the people on the
goldfields will have to pay the tax. Then,
again, in the metropolitan area the same thing
applies. The member for Subiaco (Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver) asked a question to-day, and she
ascertained from the reply that the~re are
whoy men emlIoyed on the sewerage works

woreceive more titan the basic wag.-L
Mr. Sleenman: What percentage is there?
Hon. C. G, LATHAM: More than 50 per

cent., I should say.
Mr. Sleem an: Not at all.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Nearly half of themt

receive more than the basic wage.
Haon. C. 0. LATilA.3: Apart front those

workers, there are the permanent men who
may be regarded as the key men. They re-
ceive more than the basic -wage. They em-
brace all the artisans , the bricklayers,. black-
smniths, plumbers and so forth. I suggest
to the House that at least 50 per cent.' of
thle meii employed on thle sewerage works
will pay the tax.

Mr. Cross: What about the stand ing-down
pariodsl

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: I do not k now ho %v
they will get on in that regard. I presume
the men wvill have to pay the tax and apply
for a refund at the cud of the year. That is
-what will happen. There are always disputes
arising in that respect in the country areas.
I do not know whether members generally
firc aware of that. On many occasions I
hare experienced that trouble. :Shearers
may be with me for six or seven days and
they get very annoyed -when the whole tax
is collected. When they have complained to
mae T have always replied, "I shall collect the
tax, If you want a refund, you can go to
thme Commissioner of Taxation; but I will
niot take the responsibility of not collec-ting
the right amount of tax."

Mr. Thorn: If they apply they may be
kept waiting for a couple of years.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: I do not know how
long- they may hare to wait to collect, bit
thle position is very awkward, particularly
when it is rememrerd that all kinds of
people have to act as tax collectors. The
simplest way wouild ha to carry on thle legis-
lation that has operated in the past. That
might not meet with the approval of every-
one on this side of the House; it presumably
does not meet with the approval of the Trea-
surer, otherwise he would not have intro-

duced the legislation now before the House.
After alt, the old legislation has operated
for over three years and the objectionable
Features must have been forgotten to a large
extent. It would have been better to have
allowed the Act to continue, and perhaps in-
creased, the rates a little on the
higher incomes. On each occasion
when I was one of the managers represent-
ing this House in conference with managers
representing the Legislative Council, I
agreed with the Government because the
principle had been accepted by the House.
Now we are asked to change the whole sys-
tem, and everyone will be upset because of
the alteration; I do not know where the
basis camne from hut I presume it was not a
very difficult one to arrive at. In checking
it over, I find that for every increase
in salary amounting to £E78 aL year there is
a rise of 1d. in the tar until £806 is reached,
and from that salary-point onwvardls the rate
is is- in the pound.

Mr. Sleernan: It should go uip another
couple of steps.

Hon. C. G. LATHIAM: I would not object
to that. If the Government want money
and intend to do something commendable
wvith it, such as improving the lot of the
Npalt-timle workers or assisting farmers and
other agriculturists who require additional
support, I would not raise any objection.
We should do as other States have done and
increase -the rates a little more on the higher
incomes.

The Premier: Then this is a step in the
right direction.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is tne only
feature about it that I can commend. It
would not make any difference if the rate
were increased from 9d. to Is. in the pound,
but the systemn the Premier has suggested
must confound those people who will have
to collect the tax. The Bill provides that
the rate of tax shall be 4d. in the pound ris-
ing to is., and 'the rate is to increase by 1d.
in the pound for every additional £78 of
income until the maxinum of £806 is
reached. At present the rate is 4d. in the
pound where the income is not less than £187
per annum, and it rises to 9d, in the pound
on incomes of £46 or more, Income earned
in Western Australia by life assurance corn-
panies -will 'be taxed at the rate of :is. in the
pound. In the third part of the Schedule
attached to the Bill, the position regarding
insurance companies is set out very clearly.
It shows that where the proft made is less
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Ihan £187, the rate is to he 4d. in the pound,
but where the profit is not less than £187
but less than £312 the rate is to be 5d. in
the pound. Thereafter the same rate is to
be applicable as to single mna without de-
pendants. Is that not an inducement to com-
panies that earn profits here to invest those
profits in other parts of Australia!I This
provision seems to me likely to drive that
capiral out of the State.

The Premier: Only to pay more else-
where.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I shall show the
Premier that that will not happen. If it
did, the eomlpanies would leave that money
in W1estern Australia. The provision in the
Bill means that any company operating in
Western Australia that invests £3,000 of its
profits in this State will be called upon to
pay £355 by way of emergency tax. The
company wil probably pay a little more
because I think the rate is is. in the pound.
In any event, the company will pay £150
as special tax. In New South Wales,
if that money were invested, the company
would pay £308, and in Victoria £C283.

The Premier: Victoria is always very lowv
in its taxation.

i.r c. G. LATHTAM: Then in Tas-
mania, where they always aeemn to he hard
up for money, a company investing £3,000
would have to pay £,201. T suggest to the
Premier, therefore, that instead of encourag-
ing the investment of that money here-if
ever we needed to extend that encouragement
it is to-day--this measure will have a con-
trary effect. T remind the Premier that
many of the insurance companies hove pro-
vided money -for onr agrieulturists. The
insurance companies give the be-t terms of
any of the financial institution!;. Recently
I received a letter that had been sent by an
insurance company to a farmer, and the
letter rather indicates what the position
really is. The communication, presumably,
was a Circular letter and read as follows:-

The period of three years for which the
society voluntarily offered (snbject to certain
condidtions) to accept a reduced rate of interest
under youTr mortgage, will empire on the 26th
inst.

I am pleased, however, to be able to
advise you that the directors have ap-
proved of an extension of that concession
for a further period of 12 months to
the 26th October1 1937, provided the society is
not made subject to any material increase in,
taxation in Australia in tile meantime, and pro-
vided also nothing -arises to the detriment of
the seenrity, in either of which ev-ents the so-

ciety reserves the rit to notify you thh:t in)-
terest line reverted to tile former rate or Iims
been incresed for the balance of the period to
some other rate.

I feel sure you will appreciate the a(ction of
the society in acceptig a lower rate of' interest
than that to which it is entitled, in order to
afford relief to its nonrtgagors during a period
of difficulty.

The Bill riwill not encourage those people to
lprovide the farmers with cheaper money. I
wvas present the other day at a semi-public
function and heard the Premier, quite
rightly, ask the financial institutions to
provide us with cheap money to assist in
carrying on and developing our industries.
On the other hand, the Government scent
to use to he adopting an attitude that will
have a contrary eff ect. I suggest they
are acting wrongly in imposing special tax-
ation at a time whben we should reduce im-
po~s payable by these financial institutions.
I do not know of any organisation that has
assisted the farmers to a greater extent than
the insurance companies, but there is no
relief at all for them. The Premier could
wisely give some consideration to this
phase. Investments in Western Australia,
aye taxed a great deal more heavily than
in Victoria, New 'South Wales and 'Tasmania,
albhough I admit that in Queensland and
South Australia the rates are higher.

TPhe Premier: We are right on the aver-
age.

Hon. 0. G. THIFAX: The rates are
about the average.

The Premier: No, they represent the aver-
age.

Hon. 0. G. LATHA-M: I know the diffi-
culty the Government will have, and I real-
ise that they app~reiate the importance of
the agricultural industry. The life insur-
ance companies and associations have pro-
vided a lot of money and are prepared to
find considerably more to enable the farmers
to carry on the agricultural industry. That
in itself must help the Government. If the
Government arc to be required to find all
the money necessary to enable the agricul-
tural industry to be carried on, their re-
sources wilt be heavily taxed indeed.

The Premier: We could not do it.
Hon. 0. G. LATHAMV: I hope the Pre-

mrier will look into this question and ascer-
tain if it is not possible to grant relief par-
ticularly to companies that invest money in
a-nntural mortgages. There has been a
considerable falling off in the number of
taxpayers. I presume tbe Premier -has had
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his attention drawn to that fact. On page 7
of the annual report of the Commissioner
of Taxation, Table C provides an analysis
of the income tax assessments for the years
1933-34, 1934-35 and 1935-36. The table
includes figures that are rather alarming.
I notice that the number of persons taxed
for 1933-34 was 40,432 whereas for 1935-36
the number was 34,288. That represents a
considerable falling off. I admit that foi
1934-35 the number was 43,751. 1 suggest
that the figures for this year's assessments
will show a still greater falling off. There
is also a falling off in the total income
earned by the taxpayers. For 1933-34-that
is the assessment year on income earned
during 1932-33-the total income earned by
the taxpayers was £15,862,654 while for
1935-36 the income was £14,?20,484. That
shows there has been a considerable falling
off in the earnings of the people. I am just
wondering if we shall not drive more capital
out of the State if we impose extra taxas-
tion.

The Premier: If we do that, then every
State is doing it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tasmania IS en-
couraging capital by keeping taxation low.
Then again the number of persons taxed
has fallen off. In 1933-34, there were 1,284
farmers taxed; in 1934-35 there were 1,433,
but in 1935-36 the number fell to 369. In
1033-34, 122 pastoralists were taxed, in
1934-35, 302, and in 1935-36, 140. But the
figures that I regard as most alarming are
those applying to the persons taxed in cabn-
nection with mining businesses. I do not
quite know what "mining businesses" covers.
but I presume that applies to those who, in-
vest their money in mining enterprises. A
great falling off is shown there. In 1933-.34.
563 persons were taxed under that heading,
but in 1985-36 the Dumber had dropped to
219. It would appear that instead of secur-
ing money for investment in our industries,
we are forcing it away from that field. These
figures strike me as particularly alarming,
especially in regard to mining businesses.

The Premier: Those persons will pay divi-
dend duty tax in addition.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That may apply
to some, but I want to be perfectly sure;
at a time when we want all the money we
possibly can secure for investment here, we
should lend encouragement. It is alarming
to think that there has been such a falling off
in the taxable incomes of the people.
The farmer taxpayers fell by 1,000,

pastoralists by 50 per cent. atud
those taxed in the mining businesses
from 441 to 219. We will have
to keep our eyes on those figures. I
admit that the Government inust have money
and they want it to-day probably more
than they have wanted it for a good while.
It is not just a question of raising money,
however, but of carefully controlling expen-
d iture after it has been raised. I venture to
suggest to the Treasurer that there has not
been a great deal of control. Within the
last three years the tax earnings of the
Goveirnment have been no less than
£-1,000,000 more than previously, and still
we find ourselves in dimiulties. We
balanced the Budget last year, it is true.

Hon. P. Collier: At the time you speak
of the deficit was 1 2 millions. This extra
amount has reduced the deficit and converted
it to a balance.

Hon. C. G. LATHA-M: I am not talking
about that period; if there was a deficit
the member for Boulder was responsible,
because it was during his period of office.
I have never charged the hon. member with
having a deficit of 11 millioas.

Mr. Karshall: It is about the only thing
you have not charged him with.

H-on. P. Collier: For the three yearA
before I came in we had 13/L millions each
year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: The figures I am
quoting are for the year 1932-3 3. The total
revenue from taxation that year was
£E94-1,688 according to page 6 of the Taxa-
tion Commissioner's report. For 1933-34
the figure rose to £1,193,912; for 1934-35 it
was £1l,704,310 and for 1935-36 it was,
£1,947,883.

Hon. P. Collier: But in those three years
we altered the deficit to a surplus.

Hon. C. 0. LAT HAM: I admit that, but
that does not justify this expenditure. If
the membher for Boulder is going to take that
point, I would point out that in 1932-33
we spent £600,000 on sustenance workers
and paid a similar sum in exchange and a
great deal more in interest. The inter-
est last year -was less than that of
1932, although we borrowed additional
money. I gave the figures when speak-
ing on the Budget. There has been
less expenditure on certain things, of which
interest is one, and the charge against
Government revenue for sustenance workers
is another.
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Hon. P. Collier: The fact that we have
had £1,000,000 more than three or four
years ago is demonstrated by the difference
between a deficit of 11'A million pounds and
a balanced Budget.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM1-N: I am pointing out
that there has been iCleived a million, more
in revenue from taxation and that we have
not been controlling our expediture as much
as we ought. At no time in the State's
history was there so much revenue in the
hands of the Government as flint -which -was
received last year.

The Premier: WVe have restored the
financial emergency deductions4.

lion. C. G. L~kATA : It is debatabh'-
whether wre should have done so. There was
about .01]0,O00 accounted for inl that eon-
ncm-tion. 'I'osce on the basic wage were not
affected and few of those who were paid a
marg-in for skill were affected. But I will
admit there hams ))evil a restoration of eats.

The Minister for. Justice: There has been
an increase of liopulaition too.

Hon. C. G, TLATHAM: Not much.
The Mfinister for Justice: Enough to make

a difference.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is not so. I

quoted figures when T spoke on the Esti-
mates, to show that we have not had an
i1ierewse ol' populion proportionate to the
ninut of debt we have incurired. I kmow
the Government require money but I
do not wrant them to bring in their tax i
this form. I think they should keep to thef
old method. That is bad enough but it is
better than this. People have become acens-
toined to the p.resent maethod. Why the
change 9 The Treasurer never gave any
reason. Does lie think he will get additional
illoner? 1' d4 lint think lie will.

Tlhe Premier: There have been complaints
about the incidence of taxation.

Hion., C. G. LA TRAM : I have always
heard complaints about taxation of all
forms.

The Premier: About the incidence of
taxation, not the tax itself.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: When the tax was
4V2d. there were complaints. When it was
9d. there were complaints. When the Trea-
surer puts onl a shilling there will be com-
plaints. If the Treasurer thinks he is
going to satisfy people with any form of
taxation, he expects the impossible. People
were accustomed to the old system, and all
the Treasurer need halve done was to intro-

duce a Bill to provide for a lifting of the
exemlption from £8 1L2s. to £3 34s. The
])resenit form, I am sure, will not be
aceceptable to the people. There will he
confusion because, after all, the employer
has to collect the taxes. It is all right in
the city, p~erhaps, but in the country the
taxes will be collected by people who know
very little about taxation. I hope the Trea-
surer will get back to the old system, and
if he can justify the increase from 9d. to
-1s., I shall not oppose it, but I do oppose
the system with three basic, wages, one in the,
goldflelds, one in the South-West and one in
the city-

The Premier: I~t should he applied all
iou od, surelly.

lion. C. G. LATHtAM: That is all right
if the Minister's officers are to collect, hut
every employer is a taxation collector un-
41cr this systemi. A nian light think the
basic wage is £3 12s. and he should have
been exemopting a man on £8 3.3s. I doubt
whether ninny members in this House know
the basic rates operating in different places.
I venture to sug-gest that few know whether
Byford is in the metropolitan artea or in the
South-West division, and the tax collector
will be confounded by this sort of business.
I hope consideration wvill he given to re-
drafting thme Bill to get hanck to the old
system.

On mnotion by i-Ion. N. Keenan. delente
adlJourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1936-37.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 27th October, Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Department of the Minlister for Agritul-
tare (How. F. 3. S. Wise, Min~ister).

Vote-Arizdture, £ 93,432 (partfry oop-
sidered):

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Tm-win-TIMoore)
[8.27] : "I listened with a good deal of atten-
tion to the remiarks of the Minister for Agri-
c-ulture when introducing the Estimates of his
departmnent. Although hie gave a resume of the
activities of the department during the last
year, he did not give us v ery much encourage-
ment for the forthcoming year. I desire to
pay a tribute to the officers of the Depart-
juent of Agriculture for the work they have
done in the interests of the agricultural in-
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dustry, a work which I know, as far as
they are concerned, is largely a labour of
love and is not measured by the amount
of remuneration they receive. That work
has been appreciated by agriculturists
throughout the length and breadth of this
State, and 1 am sure has been of very great
benefit to many of those engaged in the
agricultural industry. The advice and as-
sistance they hare been able to render has
been very -valuable. Reference has been
made to the necessity for new offices for
the department. Mlay I point out that there
is a far more pressing necessity than thai?1
While the offices that the department now
occupy and have occupied for many years
are entirely unsuitable for carrying out the
work of the department, nevertheless there
are other activities to which the Minister
and the Government might turn tbeir at-
tention with greater profit to those engaged
in the induistry than the erection of new
offices. I refer particularly to the neces-
sity-the very pressing necessity-for the
provision of laboratory accommodation
somewhere outside the metropolitan area,
or at least outside the confines of the city.
In nearly overv other State laboratories are
.provided and the facilities are largely availed
of in the interests of the men engaged in the
agricultural industry, but here in Western
Australia our? officers are handicapped to a
marked extent by thle total absence of such
facilities. If thie Minister has not already
given the matter consideration, although I
blelieve he has, stops should be takeon at an
early date to provide such facilities., Some
little time ago the University of Western
Australia and the Department of Agricul-
hire collaborated with a view to the provi-
sion by the University of some such facili-
ties, i would he obliged to hear from the
Mlinister whether there is any likelihood of
those negotiations being brouight to a. sue-
ecssful issue, or whether the Government are
going to undertake the provision of labora-
tory facilities onl their own account. Cer-
tain it is that the scientific officers of the Do-
hiartinent of Agriculture, are unable to give
the best service of whicht they are eapable
in the interests of those engaged in the in-
dustry unless they are provided with labora-
tory accomamodation somewhere. The stock-
raising industry is assuming considerable
proportions. Largely as a result of the de-
pressed prices for cereals, many more farm-
ers have turned their attention to stock-rais-

meg-fat lamb raising- in particnlar-and
quite a crop of stock diseases have made
their appearance. The veterinary officers of
the department are not able to cope with the
outbreaks or investigate them unless they
have the necessary facilities. This is one oC
the avenues in which the Government could
he of most service to the industry at present.
It is far more urgent, in my opinion, than is
even the provision of new offices, which, I
am prepared to admit, is very necessary. The
Minister has made an effort to provide -addi-
tional veterinary offiers. I know that they
are mighty scarce in Australia, but this is
not surprising when we find that, to qualify
as a veterinary surgeon, a young man ls to
study for a number of years, and when he
qualifies, he does not receive mnuch in the way
of remuneration. For an additional years
study he could qualify for the medical pro-
fession, and when a young manl has qualified
for that, his services are worth about three
times as much as those of a veterinarian.
It is natural, therefore, that a shortage of
veterinarians should exist in this State.
Such experts are very necessary to the men
eng-aged in stock-raising and allied in-
dustries, and their servies should be better
rewarded. I trust that the Minister will be
able to provide at least one or two additional
veterinary officers. Those eng-agedl in the
department are not able to cope with all the
demands made for their servie . Whent the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants) was
speaking on the Address-in-reply debate, he
raised the question of noxious wveeds, and
mentioned the prevalence in considerable
quantities of Bathurst burr in his electorate.
I directed attention to the mnatter later on,
and I wish to reiterate what I said on that
occasion, that it is the duty of the Minister
for Agriculture and his department to ta 'ke
uip this matter seriously. The member for
Kalgoorlie said there was a regular -forest of
Bathurst burr on the g-oldflelds. Bathmst
burr is one of the two or three worst noxious
weeds known to agriculturists in Austral-ia,
and we cannot afford to allow the seeds to
he disgeminated throughout the length and
breadth of the agricultural areas. I under-
stand that this weed is not very widespread
at the moment, and that when rains come, it
would be possible, without incurring any
large expenditure, to cope with it, possibly
to eradicate it entirely. The Minister might
reply that it is not the function of his de-
partment, but that it is a duty devolving on
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the local governing body. The local govern-
ing body in LKalgoorlie might consist of in-
Iustrialists not particularly concerned with
the interests of agriculturists. I do not know
-whether that is so; I am not acq uain ted wi th
them. Sonmc local governing body must
have been guilty of a dereliction of duty in
allowing the wveed to spread. We cannot
afford to have B~athurst burr disseminated
all over Wes.tern Australia, and the Minis-
tes would be well advised to confer with the
local authority at Kalgoorlie and endeavour
to persuade them to do something to cope
with the weed. If they are not prepared to
undertake its eradication, surely it is the duty
of the Department of Agriculture to see that
that is done. In years gone by, when stink-
wort first made its appearance, rigorous
steps were taken against local bodies and
individual Farmers in ain endeavour
to have it eradicated, but Bathurst
burr is 500 times worse than any
stinkwort pest ever wvas, and surely the
Mtinister should take steps to ensure that
it is eradicated. There is a growing menace
in the encroachment of salt on land. Not
only in those areas which have been investi-
gated by Dr. Tenkle and more or less con-
demned as containing an excess quantity of
salt, hut in many of our older and more
closely settled agricultural areas, salt en-
croachment in low-lying portions is be-
comning worse. Something should be done
to endeavour to locate a fodder which would
grow on those mare or less salty patches.
Certain it is that all the indigenous growth
has been killed, and the greater the area of
land cleared on the slopes, the greater has
been the area in the low-lying patches given
over to salt. Many patches of salt land are
quite hare of indigenous growth to-day. If
an investigation were undertaken, I believe
aL fodder could be found that would grow
on at least some of the salt lands. if not
those most heavily impregnated with salin-
ity. I understand there is a scientist in
America named Dr. Hanson, P-rincipal of
the South Dakota Research Station, who has
devoted most of his life to this workc and
has been successful in locating in Russia or
in propagating at his own station certain
plants which have proved to be capable of
growing and providing useful fodder on
lands impregnated with salt. The Minister
jnight get into tonch with that station, be-
cause I believe it would he possible to get
Borne seeds from Dr. Hanson with a view

to propagating- the plants in this State.
I have seen a letter from Dr. Hanson ex-
pressing his willingness to co-operate with
any department of agriculture in any part
of' the world and supply seed, provided the
officials wvere preparxed to experiment and
advise him of the results of the experiments.
Here is a golden opportunity for the Minis-
ter to make a name for himself and provide
something that will be of use to many of
our farmers who are suffering materially as
a result of salt encroachment. One farmer
iu my electorate lies 2,000 acres of land,
and no less than 1,000 acres of it has turned
salt, so salt that while at one time it grew
2C' bushels of 'wheat to the acre, it will not
now grow wheat at all. On land like that I
Amoid like to see fodder establishied which
would be useful to a farmer situated as that
man is. Some few years ago Parliament
passed legislation dealing with Alsatian
dogs, and the Department of Agriculture
was- mnade responsible for implementing the
legislatirtn. The Act provided that it should
he illegal for anyone in Western Australia
to keep an Alsatian dog. I believe that the
Act was successfully policed up to a certain
point, but recently I am afraid the policing
has become somewhat of a dead letter. Cr-
tain people in the State are interested in the
Alsatian breed, and I fear they aire not
coinplvin- with the Act. I have been told
that thre is more than one Alsatian dog- in
Perth at present. I hope the Minister will
get his officers to take the matter up and
get snob dogs tracked down and the law
complied with. I have a cutting from the
"West Australian." an advertisement offer-
ig- for sale two thoroughbbred female Alsa-
tian pups, the address given being 392 Ox-
ford-street, Leederville. I do not know how
old the pups arc; there may be no contra-
vention of the Act, but when people are
breeding Alsatian pups and offering them
for sale, it is evident that there must he
miale and female Alsatians that have not
been sterilised in accordnce with the pro-
visions of the Act. The Minister should take
up this question -with his officers. We do
not want to see any of those dogs at large in
this State. Wherever they are permitted in
the other States, we read of their depreda-
tions or of their attacking human beings.
We have enough breeds of dogs in this
State, and can very well do without Alsa-
tians. I ask the Minister to follow up the
advertisement and ascertain whether there
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arc any mnore, Alsatian dogs in the State. I
could say a lot about the position of agricul-
turists generally, and what the department
could do to assist them in the very diffi-
cult times through which they are passing.
However, there will be other opportunities
to do that, and all I ask in conclusion is
that the Minister should take notice of what
members on this side of the Chamber say in
the discussion of his Estimates, because
practically every one of them has firsthand
knowledge and experience of the position
existing in the agricultural districts, and is
only doing his duty and complying with the
requests of constituents hy bringing these
matters under the Minister's notice.

MR. MeLARTY (Murray -Wellington)
[8.44]: When we discussed this vote last
year nmnny of us expressed the hope that
adequate accommodation would be made
available to the experts and officers of the
department, atid we are disappointed that
a start has not been made to provide it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would not you give
the Minister a decent office, tool

Mr, MeLARTY: Yes, but I referred
particularly to the experts and advisers of
the department. I can only repeat the hope
that an early start will be made to provide
the requisite accommodation. It is gratifying
to see that an increase of £14,760 has been
made in this vote. I certainly think that of
our Government departments the Agri-
cultural Department most of all needs
money for research and other activities.
As a representative of the South-West T
was alaimied recently to see a telegraphic
message from Victoria in the "West Aus-
tralian" stating that an attempt was to be
made to export cheap bu~tter to Western
Australia. I questioned the Minister as to
what he intended to do in the matter. The
hon. gentleman replied that the matter wa
receiving the attention of the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing Board, and that it was
hoped steps would be taken to prevent
cheap butter being dumped into this State.
Since that reply was given, however, a
quantity of Victorian butter has landed in
Western Australia; and nturally our pro-
duers are alarmed at the possible or even
probable loss of their local market, which
naturally is far and away their best market.
I know that the Minister is fully conversant
with the position and is most anxious to do
all in his power to assist local produeers
to retain the home market. Nevertheless,

this Victorian butter has been imported.
The importers af it are disloyal to Western
Australia as well as disloyal to Western
Australian producers. The future of our
dairying, industiy is bound up largely with
the retention of our home market, and Abe
future of the South-West is dependent to
at great extent on the future of the dairying
industry. I know the Minister agrees that
every practicable effort must he made to
keel) the local market for our own pro-
duers. I realise that the Dairy Products
MUarketing- Board atec fully alive to the posi-
tion and are doing all they possibly can to
maintain it. However, I would like to hear.
something from the Minister on the subject,..
and would like to 1be informed whether any.
steps. are or have been taken to prevent the
dumping of cheap butter here.

Mr. Lambert: You know it is not possible-
to prevent the importation of Australian
butter into this State.

Mr. MersAN 3TV: I know we have beefr
;lde to prevent it., and I hope we shall be
able to continue to prevent it.

Mr. Patrick: In view of the Privy Council
decision, we cannot.

Mr. MeLARTY: I know about the deci-
sion of the Privy Council, but I believe there
tire still ways and means of preventing the
dumping of butter here.

Mi-r. Lamnbert: Like the dumping of Boston
tea.?

M1r, 1AfeLARTY: I do not advocate a Bos-
ton tea party, whbich I regard as imprac-,
ticable; but there are feasible ways of pre-
venting the importation of butter. At thia
stage I shall not elaborate on the ways and.
means which could he suggeted

Mr. Lambert: What suggestions have you
to mnake?

Mr. MeLAB.TY: I can make suggestions
to the Minister later, if he would like to
hear them; but probably the hon. gentle-
man is better informed, on the subject than
I am. I appreciate what. the Dairy Pro4
ducts Marketing Board have done for the
industry. It is generally admitted that their
work is excellent, although they have been
open to some criticism. The producers' rep-
resentatives on the board are highly practi-
cal men, with a thorough knowledge of the
producers' difficulties. Although the dairyi-.
ing industry of Western Australia, as.
pointed out by the Minister, has made rapid.
progress, it is yet in its infancy compared
with the industry in the Eastern States.
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Mr. Lambert: It has cost the Western
Australian 'taxpayers six or seven millions.

Air. MatiARTY: I do not know that it
is worth my while to enter into a discussion
with the lion. membehr regarding the dairy-
ing industry, as he 'has not even the faintest

iJkrowledge of what that industry is.
-Mr. Lambert: It wrould be very-
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
I-r. MeLARTY: There is not much dairy-

ing done in the Yilgarn-Coolgardie district.
Mr. Lamnbert: Oh, isn't there?
Mr. MeLARTY: I was especially inter-

4!sted to hear the Minister state that addi-
tional money has been made available for
herd testing. The lion. gentleman also stated
that the nunber of. herds being tested had
doubled during the year. Herd-testing units
are creating added interest iu the industry,
anti certainly they are most helpful to dairy
farmers. I do not know of any better way
to help the industry than to make addi-
tional money available for herd-testing. As
the result of these activities, I already see
great improvements being brought about
in the dairy herds of Western Australia.
Like the previous speaker, I wish to take
the opportunity of expressing appreciation
of the work being done by the advisers and
experts of the Agricultural Department. In
my district they have been responsible for
organising field days, thus creating a great
deal of enthusiasm amongst producers there.
TI had intended to say something about the
cheese industry, but that is hardly necessary
at the present stage. The Minister to-day
received a deputation in connection with that
industry, and thoroughly discussed the posi .-
tion. He is well aware that the Western
Australian industry is now in danger of
goingr out of existence, and that despite the
fact that we are able to produce all the
cheese required loenlly. I was hoping that
the industry could be brought under the pro-
tection of the Dairy Products Marketing
Board. Certainly something will have to be
done if we are to have such an industry in
Western Australia. It can be established
here, but there are certain difficulties in the
way to be overcome, and those difficulties
must be overcome. Otherwise we shall not
have such an industry in Western'Australia.
We have already proved that we eaa pro-
due, both the quantity and the quality of
cheese required locally. However, only re-
cently a cheese factory closed, and large
stocks of the product have accumulated,
which it is not possible for the factories eo;n-

corned to carry indefinitely. If ,ur -cijeese
industry were encouraged, there would be
no need for us to import any eneese.

Mr. Lambert: But you are not enterng
for the requirements of the people in the
way of cheese.

Air. McLARTY: I do not know quite what
the lion. member means by that interjec-
tion.

Air. Sampson: Neither does the lion. menh-
her.

-Mr. McLARTY: There is no question
about the quality of the local article, and
there is a demand for it.

Mr. Lambert: It is a matter of taste.
Mr. MeLAliTY; The taste is all right.

However, the cheese industry is one of
the difficulties the Minister is up against.
I know lie is tackling the problem,
and I know he is sympathetic towards
the industry. The previous speaker men-
tionied the difficulty in connection with vet-
erinary advice in Western Australia. That
question is a burning one in the South-West
at present. Indeed, the same remark would
apply practically to the whole State. Cer-
tainly it is a most serious thing that oar
South-Western dairy farmers are unable ft.
obtain the necessary advice, particularly as
if there should he a serious outbreak of
disease through lack of veterinary advice
the Government would be the greatest loser.
I am aware that certain courses of veterin-
ary instruction have been provided. I u2n-
derstand those courses have been well
attended. They represent an excellent
move. Farmers can be given a good idea
of the nature of certain diseases common
amongst stock, and of the treattitent
needed; but the fact that it is so difficult
in country districts to obtain veterinary ad-
vice, either private or departmental, is a
most serious matter. Only lately we have
lost two of our veterinary surgeons through
death caused by accident. A suggestion has
been made that some of the monecy raised
for the Youth and Motherhood Appeal
should be spent in giving some of our boys
anl opportunity to take a veterinary course.
That course would have to be taken by them
at a university. I hope the suggestion comn-
mnends itself to the Minister for Agricul-
ture.

Mr. Lambert: Why did you not support
me when I offered opposition to the cost
of the University without a Chair of Vet-
terinary Science?
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The CHAIRMAN: Order!

M1r. MeLARTY: If the hon. member can
devise ways and means of giving some of
these boys a veterinary course, I shall ren-
der him every assistance in my power. I
would like to hear the Minister say some-
thing encouraging to those young farmers
throughout the country who are forming
Young Farmers' Clubs. They arc highly
active clubs. There is one at Harvey, and
one is being formed at Kellerberrin; and I
notice considerable enthusiasm at Brunswick
for the movement. In fact, there is a move-
nieat to form these clubs throughout the
country. I gather that such clubs are being
formed not only in Western Australia but
also in agricultural countries throughout
the world. I understand, further, that the
various Governments arc doing their best
to encourage and help the clubs. I feel
sure the Minister will readily agree that
it is a splendid thing to see the future
farmers of Western Australia preparing
themselves to become thoroughly efficient.
It is generally recognised that there is just
as much need for the young farmer to fit
himself for the future as it is for young
men who take up other professions and trades.
These clubs could give the boys an oppor-
tunity to increase their enthusiasm. I know
that they attend field dlays and lectures, and
that at the lectures they are assisted by
practical farmers in the districts to which
they beIng All this toads to efficiency. In
the M1inister's own native State of Queens-
land there is considerable enthusiasm with
regard to this movement, and the Govern-
mieat do a great deal to help the boys in every
direction. They encourage the lads to go to
Brisbane, where they hear lectures from ex-
perts of the Agricultural Department , and
they return to their different districts and
themselves deliver the lectures which they
have heard. The same kind of thing ope-
rates in Tasmania, Victoria and New Zea-
land. I suggest that the Minister should
he able to select some of our future agricul-
tural advisers from these boys. He should
also be able to get suitable lads to take a
course in veterinary science. If this could
be done, it would demonstrate that he recog-
nised the importance of the movement. There
is yet another matter to which I wish to
refer. I have on a number of occasions
urged that an experimental farm should be
started in the South-West. Some years ago
at promise was made that such a farm would

be established in the irrig-ation areas. Trhe
present Minister for Works, whor was then
Minister for Agriculture, said that he fav-
oured the proposal, which was a good one.
Up to date, however, nothing has been done.
I amn hoping that the present Minister for
Agriculture will recognise the need for start-
inig an experimental farm in the South-West.
Already we have an agricultural college in
the State, but there is a strong movement in
the South-West that such a college should
be established there. I consider it could be
established in sonic part of the South-West
in ideal surroundings. After all, that part
of the State is where mixed farming is car-
ried out and where, also, there is irrigation.
We do not get similar conditions in any
other lpart of the State, and I feel sure if
such an institution were located in the
South-West, it would amply repay. In the
near future T hope to introduce a deputation
to the Minister wvhich will urge upon him the
necessity for the opening of such a college in
the South-West. I shall be glad to hear
from the Minister whether he intends to do
anything to assist the potato growers to
organise their industry. X\e are hound to
have diffiulties in the potato world in the
future and those difficulties will mean heavy
losses to the producers. The Minister has
been supplied with the whole of the informa-
tion in connection with this industry.
Despite the fact tha~t the price for potatoes is
good at the present time, I have not any
doubt that again there will be a glut, and
that the producers will suffer. It is neces-
sary that the industry should have sonic
organisation. The Minister pointed out last
year that we exported from this State pota-
toes to the value of between F60,000 and
£70,000, and that the industry was capable
of tremendous expansion. We have no wisht
to see chaos; in the industry, as was the case
in connection with the whole-milk industry
sonic years ago, and I consider that the
Minister would be wvise to devote some atten-
tion to this matter and devise ways and
means for helping these people to organise
their industry and bring about some systemt
of orderly marketing. The member for Irwin-
Moore referred to some of the noxious weeds
that are thriving in the State at the present
time. There is no question about it that
they are spreading rapidly. I am aware
that it is the duty of the local bodies to At-
tend to the destruction of noxouos weeds, but
in some districts the pests are getting out of
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the control of the local bodies. For instance,
watsonia in the South-West is spreading
very rapidly. At the South-West confer-
-ence recently a question was raised as to
whetlher something could not be done to
cOieck the growth of the pest. A suggestion
hais Ibeen made that p)robiably scientists
might, by means of spraying, check its
growth, but it certainly seems now to have
got beyond the control of the farmers down
t here, and particularly those wvho have
watercourses on their properties. Watsonia
is a prolific grower and it is almost impos-
sibile to get rid of it once it is well estab-
ished. Again, there is Cape tulip wvhich is

a well-known poisonous plant that was
brought into this country originally to adorn
gardens. This, too, is spreading and is cap-
able of doing an immnense amount of damage.
Stock pasture on it and those bred on it seem
to be immune from its effects. Uinfortun-
ately, however, when fresh stock eat it, the
result is heavy mortality.

Mr. Lambert: Do you suggest that the
farmers have no personal responsibility in
the matter of getting rid of these poison-
ous plants?

Mir. McLARfl': The lion, member has no
idea whatever of the difficulty in eradicat-
ing the poison plants once they have estab-
lislied themselves. There is nothing fur-
ther I wish to add except that I hope the
matters I have touched upon will receive
the serious attention of the Minister.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarni-Coolgardie)
[9.9]: 1 do not consider it necessary for
mne to speak at any great length on this
vote.

Mr. Marshall: It is quite unnecessary.
Mr. LAMBERT: We have heard some

South-West members express their views,
and one would imagine that the only diffi-
culties that existed were those connected
with the farming industry in the south-wes-
tern part of the State. I draw the atten-
tion of members, and incidentally that of
the Minister, to the fact that on these Esti-
mates we make provision for 25 or 26 ex-
perbs of a very varying type, men who, I
dare say, possess a varying amount of abil-
ity and capacity.

Miss Holman: They are very necessary.
Mr. LAMBERT: They may be a neces-

sary evil, but I have yet to learn that they
bave ever rendered any assistance to. the
farmers in my district.

lion. P. 1). Ferguson: Have you ever
heard of the Ohooli State farm?

Air. LAMBERT: Yes, something for the
creation of which the bion. member was not
responsible.

Ron. P. D). Ferguson: That is the first
time you halve been right to-night.

Mr. LAMBERT: So the hon. member
need not plume his feathers on that score.
Let me get back to one or two of the refer-
ences made during the tearful lament of the
member for Murray-Wellington regarding
the problems confronting the part of the
State he represents. It may be competent
for inc to rewnind him of the enormous
,amount of money that the south-western
part of! the State has cost the taxpayers of
Western Australia. The whole of the but-
ter that is produced in the South-West to-
day could be bought with the interest we
-ire paying on the capital that we have spent
in the South-West.

Mr. Thorn: What nonsense!
Mr. LAMBEaRT: The bon. member may

he competent to speak on other subjects
but not on that. The member for Murray-
Wellington advocated a course of veterin-
ary science at our University. We are
spending an enormous sum to-day in edu-
cating a lot of people, but did the bon.
member ever before suggest that we should
have a faculty of veterinary science? Did
he ever say a word about it before?

Hon. P. D). Ferguson: Yes, but you were
not heme.

Air. LAMBERT: And it would be very
profitable for the country if the bon. mew-
lher were not here.

Mr. MecLarty: Well, what is wrong- with
a dvocating it now?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that
there is anything wrong with it except that
it is advocated from a sectional point of
view and definitely from a parochial point
of view, and that it would serve no real
purpose as far as the bion. member was
concerned. The hon. member looks at such.
questions purely from the one angle, and
one does not need a microscope to find it.
If the hion. member wishes to deal with
the question of the utility of the educa-
tional institutions in this State he should
deal with it in a ])raper manner; he should
not ask the people to provide funds for an
already richly endowed establishment

-orUniversity--boasting 820 students.
Here is a classification of the enrolments:
Art 416, Diploma in Education 47, Diploma
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in Journalism 25, Diplomia in Commerce 27,
Law 38, Pure Science 120-

The CHAIRMAN: I remind the hon.
member that wre are not discussing the Uni-
versity.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am drawing an ana-
logy between what could profitably be uti-
lised by the Department of Agriculture and
that which is of no great concern to the
economlic life of the State.

Mr. Marshall: He will be on astronomy
later.

Mr. LAMBERT: The list cotinues:-
Agriculture 21, Forestry 1, Engineering 81.
I suggest that if we are to have a proper
stocktaking of what should have practical
application to the development and growth
of the economic life of the State we must
reconstruct our views along lines that will
give direction to this or any other Govern-
inent ini the allocation of money for certain
purposes. That money that should be more
properly applied to all it means, partien-
larly to agriculture.

Mr. Hughes: You know that a private
mnember cannot give directions on finance.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have never before
heard the lion. member speak so low and so
modestly. At all events, I have my own
troubles, although I do not know that they

shudhe ventilated here. To those who
complain of the embargo on butter from the
Eastern States I want to say that
in ally portion of my electorate or
that of the Member for Mt. Mar-
shall we have pests that I hope the
Agricultural Departmneut will make some
effort to abolish, and so give the farners
relief from those pests. We have emus and
we have grasshoppers; we have the mustard
plant and wild turnip and many others.
Whien representations were being made to
me regarding all these pests in my electorate
I thought almost that I must have the other
49 members of Parliament there also. How-
ever, with all those natural pests there are
no other members of Parliament there, so
far as I know. No doubt this Vote is
increasing excessively each year, but as to
whether we are getting service from its
increase it is very problematical indeed.
Surely the member for Murray-Wellington
(Ifr. MeLiarty) knows that in the early days
the pioneers of this country-take the
Forrests, the Toekmans, the Duracks, the
MeI Lartys and many others-am I to be told
that half a century ago those fine men were
assisted by 30 or 40 departmental experts

that, to my mind, are doing little or nothing
to make a useful contribution to the produc-
tive capacity of the soil of the Stateq There
wvas the talk about salinity. Let members
throw back their minds to the pioneers who
made the State possible. Did they feel that
they were marching to an unchartered
destiny? No. They felt that they bad some
individual interests in their own concerns.
For members to come here with a critical
lament about the embargo on butter, and
about their non-capacity to sell their cheese,
and a dozen and one other things, is simply
to be wasting our time.

Mr. MeLarty: You are an expert in wvast-
ing time.

Mr. LAMBERT: I think it is right that
I should draw the attention of the Com-
mittee to the fact that the farmers in certain
portions of my electorate are in a very
critical condition. I hope the Minister for
Agriculture will listen to the representations
that have been made, particularly from the
western portion of my electorate, which to-
day is in a very bad state. Unless some-
thing- be done to relieve those farmers, it will
mean another 50 per cent. of them walking
off their holdings. However, I do not know
that any useful purpose can be served by
my discussing the Vote any further. I hope
the member for Mt. Marshall will echo what
I have said. To him it may seem that the
Government arc rather callous to the repre-
sentations that we have made. However,
desirous as I have been of refraining from
being over-exacting, I hope members will
realise with all seriousness the very great
trouble that many of our farmers are in
to-day.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [9.23]: There
are only one or two matters to which I wish
to allude. First of all I desire to draw the
Minister's attention to somnetbing that was
pretty forcibly put before me yesterday. In
going round the farm I was alarmed to see
the great number of grasshoppers that were
about. On Saturday, when I visited an-
other district in my electorate, several
farmers drew my attention to the great in-
crease in the number of grasshoppers which,
they said, had taken place this year in their
locality. Both those districts, I may Fay,
are far removed from the plague-stricken
districts in the wheat belt. If, as it secems,
this plague is extending into the Great
Southern districts, clearly it is my duty to
sound a warning in order that the M1inister
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may take steps to get a report from the local
authorities down there, so that he may be
prepared in ease the plague should spread
to those districts. Only recently I was in
a. town which -is in a district that has not
yet been troubled with grasshoppers, and the
people there told ine of a property on which
grasshoppers were present but that they had
done nothing to cheek thle pests. The farmers
should be compelled to take whatever steps
are necessary to cheek the onconug of a
plague of that description, and I hope the
minister will accept the suggestion I have
indicated. I also wish to re-echo the re-
marks directed to the Minister in connec-
tion with veterinary surgeons. We know the
paucity of veterinary' suirgeons which exists
iii this State at present. I suggest to the
Minister the possibility of establishing a vet-
erinary surgeon at the Narrogin School of
Agriculture. If that were done it would
serve a twofold purpose. In the first place
kt would direct the attention of the students
at the school to veterinary science, -with the
possibility of inducing some of them to take
lip that study. If we encouraged only three
or four pupils to take up veterinary science
it would be well worth while. Then there
is the other aspect, that the opportunity to
acquire a knowledge of veterinary work
would -he very valuable to the scholars at the
school. It would also give the veterinary sur-
geon a much greater district to practice in.
If he were stationed at the Nurrogin School
of Agericulture he would have aill that dis-
triet of which Narragin is the centre to oper-
ate in. They were very much interested
when recently I brouight under their notice
that an officer is stationed at Beverley. So
I think if a veterinary officer could tie
stationed at the Narrogin School of Agri-
cultre, it would -be eminently suitable, not
only for himself, but because of the pos-
sibility of inculcating in the students
the advisability of taking up veterinary
science. I make that suggestion to the Mlin-

sIister in the hope that something will he done
towards establishing a veterinary surgeon at
the Narrogin School of Agriculture. I am
very pleased to congratulate the Minister on
the large increase in the Vote this year. I
notice an increase of £530 is to go towards
the subsidy for the purchase of bulls and
stallions. I should like to bring under the
notice of the Mini~ter the advisability of
making a portion of this increase available
towards procuring Suffolk Punches. Under
the Commonwealth regulations the Common-

wealth subsidy is applicable only to Clydes-
dales. But the Suffolk Punch is a very
valuable horse, and I have had representa-
tions made to me by farners who desire to
Purchase those stallions. Then there is the
matter of laboratory accommodation, already
referred to by the menmber for Irwin-Moore
(Hon. P. D. Ferguson), I myself -have re-
ferred to it recently on many occasions. One
point not mentioned by the hon. member is
the fact that until we get this up-to-date
laboratory the agriculturists of this State
will be denied the financial resources avail-
able in the Eastern States, where the Coun-
cii of Scientific and Industrial Research
have mnoney available. Also other bodies,
including the Meat Board, are ready to make
money available to this State as soon as the
laboratory is erected, and provided that
there will be 110 overlapping in services. I
hope the Minister will take up this matter
this year with a view to getting the labora-
tory established. I cannot sit down with-
ouit referring to the remarks of the last
speaker (Mr. Lambert), who disparaged the
expert officers of the Department of Agri-
culture. Those remarks were distinctly out
of place. The officers of the Department of
Agriculture are very competent, and highly
qualified. Whenever I have brought any-
thing- to their notice they have been only
too ready to make their services available
to the farmers of this State. I think it is
only right that I should pay this tribute to
those officers.

THE MINISTER rOR AGRICULTURE
(HRon. F. J. S. Wise-Gascoyne--int reply)
[9.130]. 1 am sorry the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie has confused this Vote with the
Observatory Vote. In any ease this is not
a Vote to be burlesqued. I wish to refer to
the lack of accommodation mentioned by
several speakers. I had something to say in
this connection to a previous Minister for
Agriculture a few years ago. The need has
become even more urgent to-day. The Gov-
ernmaent have not lost sight of this question,
and are now considering the whole thing. It
is planned that the lack of laboratory and
administrative accommodation shall be dealt
with as one problem, and we hope that
something will be done before long to ease
the situation. The question of veterinary
officers has been worrying the Administra-
tion for some time. There is a lack of veter-
inarians in many districts. It is not pos-
sible within Australia or even in England to
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s ecure the services of competent men at the
moment. The Government are planning to
tvecme this difficulty and although it may
not bie possible to do so along the lines su--
ge-sted by the inember for Irwin-Moore, ira
hope i+ will lie overcome in the near future.
I msie the hon. mnember that. steps are now
in band to take stock of ana endeavour to
t-.itol the anticipated crop of Bathurst
bi r. This matter is not being treated
lig-htly. Although it can he said that the
local withorities hive not seriously recog-
nlisedl t'ieir responsibl i ities, we hope to enT-
iaboi ate with them to the full and do a
great. dleal] towards the extermination of the
pest dILring the next summer season, and(
after that prior to the seeding time. I do
not wich at thle moment to deal with suan
matters as butter dumping. This can n~o
full;- discussed. whent we deal with the Pit'
to emend the Dairy Products Marketing-
Rlegulation Act. I thank members for the
lumpner in -which they have received this
Vote, and will see to It that all matters to
whvichl they have drawn my attention are
looked into.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-College of Agriculture, £68,583-

agreed to.
Department of the Minister for Educa-

lion (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-M1inister):

Vote-Education, £689,782:

THE MINSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise--Gascoyne) [9.32]: A
great deal of attention hias been paid to the
encouiragement of educational facilities
,within the State during the past 12 months.
The expenditure of the Department has
materially increased as compared with that
of the previous -year, although it is not for
the past year up to the expenditure of 1930-
31, The amount spent during 1935-36 was
£665,284, compared with £612,703 for 1934-
P5. That is a considerable increase over
the three previous years, for in 1931-32 the
Vote did not reach.yf55,O0O. The increased
f:xpenditure is reflected in the cost per head
of children attending- school. In 1034-35 the
cost was £10 2s. 8d. per head for the edu-
cation of children. A great deal more ex-
penditure was incurred in connection with
buildings during the past year. The total
suin, expended in that direction was £101,941,
and included in' that is the yearly propor-
tion towards the cost of constructing the
East Perth Girls' School. The progressive

amount spent on buildings, schooling, edu-
cational facilities, country schools, etc.,
shows a remarkable increase during the past
four or five years. In 1930-31 the expendi-
ture on buildings was £C25,064; in 1931-32
it was £10,599; in 1932-33 it was £40,805;
in 1093:3-34 it was £5-4,609; in 1934-35 it was
£08,114; and fot the last financial year it
was £101,000. In the three years prior to
this one there is included in the expenditure
the proportions spent in those years towards
the cost of the East Perth Girls' School.
The number of teachers in all grades, full-
time and part-time in our primary schools
was 2,183. There were many sewing mis-
tresses in the different cent-res, who per-
formed their duties during an hour or two
a day. Particularly was this so at schools
where there were single male teachers or
teachers who were not competent to give
such instruIction. Altogether 164 sewing
mistresses were employed. The regular
adult teachers in the pr imary schools num-
bered 1,706. There was an increase of five
in the numiber of monitors employed. Classi-
fied teachers are divided into three classes,
(a), (b)), and (c). The number in class (a)
increased from 164 to 167; in (b) they
declined from 797 to 794; and in (e)
the number rose from 656 to 663,
The number of unclassified teachers
declined frnm 1739 to 172. -There has
been an attempt in districts where several
smaller schools were within a convenient
radius to consolidate the teaching facilities
at such centres. It was felt that 'wherever
a consolidation could be effected by taking
children to a bigger centre great benefit
would be conferred upon the youngsters
by pruxiding them with facilities that were
offering at such bigger centres. Accord-
ingly children were conveyed from neigh-
bouring settlements to a country town, and
to do this Several driving contracts -were
arranged. Many districts were affected, in-
eluding Beverley (north and east Bever-
Icy), Bruce Rock, and Carnarvon. Right
through the State including Wickepin, Mt.
Barker and other centres, driving contracts
were arranged to convey children to larger
schools rather than open small individual
schools at those centres. In that way sev-
eral one-teacher schools have been obviated
with great benefit to the children concerned.
It is felt that the economic conditions from
the point of view of the department are
also worthy of consideration. Larger
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grouping allows for better facilities for in-
dividual children. It is intended to go
on with this work, where the children who
are being collected are within striking dis-
tance of some larger centre. During the
last term of the year approximately 1,600
children were on the rolls of the high
schools, of whom 330 were in their fourth
and fifth year. In the technical education
branches the number of students on the
roll in 1935 was 4,144 and in 1934 the
number was 3,600. A great deal of en-
iouragecnt in the matter of technical
education has been given to self-supporting
classes. There arc now 58 of these classes,
and there are .786 individual students at-
tending these classes during the current
year. Mention was made in the previous
Estimates of the Narrogin School of Agri-
culture. With the retirement of the prin-
cipal it is hoped that the excellent work
for which his efforts have been responsible
will be continued by the new appointee to
the position. Mr. Shelton has been ap-
pointed as principal, and will take over the
school from the 1st December next. The
farm is passing through a very interesting
phase. With the many difficulties that are
associated with land settlement it is inter-
esting to note that it has been possible to
make many of our youths fully conversant
with some of the problems that are likely
to confront them later on. Last year the
school had 440 acres under crop, and many
diverse crops were dealt with. In addi-
tion to the cropping a great deal of atten-
tion has also been paid to stock. It is
planned to mnake an alteration in respect of
the herd. We are endeavouring to achieve
our object of improving the class of cattle
at the school.
* lion. C. G. Lathamn- You are changing

over from Ayrshires.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is possible. It is not necessary for
me to stress the value of the work done by
the correspondence classes. They are im-
proving all the time. It is a splendid tri-
bute to Australia that the scheme of teach-
ing by correspondence should be Austra-
lia's contribution towards the world's edu-
cation, that system having been initiated
in the Commonwealth. A great deal of
good is being achieved in furthering the
interests of children living in outback
centres and distant country centres. One
correspondence class child, who has been

taught wholly by this means, obtained a
scholarship in the district of the member
for Roebourne last year. We now have the
system right in line with the University, so
that children who have never seen the in-
side of a school may reach that institution,
It is a fine tribute to the work of the offi-
cers and the system in vogue that this has
been made possible. At present over 2,000
children are enrolled in the correspondence
classes. A new curriculum has been plan-
ned for the future. This is referred to on
page 14 of the report of the department.
Although the curriculum strives to do
things that are not practicable to do, that
is to say, they cannot be managed on ac-
count of the finances, we are aiming high
in an endeavour to improve our educational
methods. There has been considerable acti-
vity in connection with endeavouring to
permit children to take a wider view of
many matters that are topical to-day. Chil-
dren have frequently visited the museum.
There have been occasions when it has been
possible for then. to listen to lectures in
the Art Gallery. We have also striven to
provide occupational talks for children in
the schools. An imipor taut booklet was
recently issued by the department entitled
''A guide to occupations for boys and
girls." In that booklet, which will be dis-
tributed to all schools, particularly to chil-
dren whose parents have other children
approaching the school-leaving age, much
of value is set out. An endeavour has
been made to place before patents in simple
language aind in a formn handy for reference,
principles5 guiding them as to the future
occunntions for their boys and girls. The
booklet has filled a long-felt want, and
should do a great deal of good from the
point of view of parents and children alike.
Another important matter is the talk to
school childr-en by officers of the Police
Department on the question of safety and
the necessity for: an observance of the traffic
regulations. Althbough this was an innovation
and the police officer lectured in only 20
different schools dluring the first six months,
it is felt that the talks are fully justified and
have proved most useful. The Commissioner
of Police has drawn attention to the fact
that not one child of school age has been
injured since the inception of these talks.
That may be accidental, but it seems that
there will be an awakening in the minds of
children concerning their responsibilities in
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these directions, particularly if these talks
are continued. I should also like to refer to
the important institution known as the
Parents and Citizens' Association. Much
valuable work has been accomplished by
this body with regard to matters which are
not purely Government questions. The
enthusiasm of the people concerned has
greatly contributed to the better surround-
ings and the better conditions appertaining
to schools. It has also had a distinct hear.
ing upon the training of the children and
upon the interior appearance of the schools
themnselves. It is not necessary for me to
say anything further, for that would unduly
delay the Estimates, which I submit to
members.

[11r. Withers took the Chair.]

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.46]: 1 shall
not delay the Committee by going into details
regarding the policy of the department and
so on1. A grave duty confronts the Director
of Education and his staff regarding the
type of education to be provided for child-
ren in view of the changing times. It is
difficult enough for us who endeavour to
carry out varying policies in Parliament,
and to devise methods and anallyse the
effects of our efforts. How much more diffi-
cult must it be for the Director of Education
to provide a policy that will cater for the
future of the children whose education has
to be undertaken in these times. The "West
Australian" newspaper has a much greater
knowledge of the public likes and dislikes,
and is able to assess public mentality to a
greae dgree than we can. A few months
ago, on the principal page and amongst the
telegrams and pictures, there was a most
diverting account of the death of a rooster
when Approaching the south polar regions.
It related how boiling water had accidentally
been poured through a. hatch, with the
result that the rooster lost its life. That
was among the leading news provided for
the people. The "West Australian" knows
the mentality of the public much better than
we do. Whether that sort of information
vas provided to cater for a mentality,

the result of the teaching of the
Staff of the Education Department or
whether it was deemed necessary to provide
it in spite of the education, is not for me to
say. I shall leave that phase for members to
consider. The matter does not stop there,

because there has been a marked change
since then in the news the public are
receiving. By way of contrast, in the leading-
article appearing in the "West Australian"
this morning, the public were notified that
goldmining, which is a big industry in this
Stiie, is interesting only from the point of
view of circulating money, and the public
were informed that it would be far better
if they buried pound notes in bottles under
rubbish and later on dug the bottles up
again. The "West Australian"' also indi-
cated that a better idea than that was to
increase our social services. How will
the staff of the Education Department
deal with the material at their disposal when
,they -have such varied ideas to contend with?
It seems to me that whatever wve may think
from month to month regarding passing
events and what is ahead of the community,
it must be very difficult indeed for the Edu-
cation Department to handle the material be-
fore them. Then there is question of rais-
ing the school age. It may be that if the
extra two years were provided for, a lot
could be done. During the session I asked a
question in order to ascertain what was be-
ing done regarding the raising of the school
age. The reply I received was that much
data was being collected. I suppose the
real objection to the step is that of finance
with regard to those parents who wvould he
hard put to it if they lost the services of their
children for the extra period. I understand
that the schools are Available at present, pro-
vided the parents can sp~are their children.
How is this question being viewed now by
the department? The member for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) referred to the issuing
of a diploma for domestic science, when,
speaking this Afternoon. I understand from
the Minister for Employment that that
matter is already receiving consideration, so
I shall leave that in the form of the question.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [9.53]: Once
again I have to refer to the necessity for
better accommodation at the Perth Technical
College. This is the fourth or fifth time I-
have drawn the attention of various Minis-
ters for Education to this matter, and I have
received varying answers, the most definite
of which was that the matter was under con-
sideration. I think every Minister for Edu-
cation who has been in office during the past
three or four years has inspected the Perth.
Technical College, and each one has admit-
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ted that tile buildings are nut in a fit and
proper condition to permit of the work be-
ing carried onl properly. The buildings are
.ramshackle, insanitary and unhealthy. I am
surprised that any results at all are obtained
there, considering the conditions under
-which teachers and students alike have to
work. Titne And againi the necessity far im-
provemients has been pointed out to vat-i-
otis Ministers. Not long ago the present
Minister for Education inspected the pre-
mnises, and had to realise that the institution
-was starved for space. I am sure hie appre-
ciates the necessity for improvements being
effected. However, the repeated replies I
have received have indicated that it is all
a matter of finance. That should not make
any difference, because it has been suggested,
by those well aide to make the proposal.. that
p)ortion of the Terrace frontage could be
sold advantageously and the college build-
ings extended down to the river frontage.
Suileicut money could be obtained from the
sale of the frontage to finaince the aecommo-
dation of tile whole of the students in one
building. For many. years past some of the
evening classes have had to be conducted in
the Perth Boys' School, necessitating jour-
neys from the college to the school and there-
lby creating divided attention. It is remark-
able that about eighit years ago, after a very
exhaustive investig-ation, a recommendation
was made that £50,000 should be spent onl
improvements to the college. Since then the
niumber of students in attendance has in-
creased by 800, but no inprovements have
been carried out. References to the deplor-
able condition of the Technical College are
made in the latest report of the Education
Department, which was laid on the Table of
this House a little while ago. Some interest-
ing information is provided in that report
regarding the work effected at the college. I
have inspected the institution several times,
and recognise tile good work that is being
carried out. 'Mich better work could he
done if the Government made up their minds
to provide improved acconimodation. The
handicap regarding finance can easily lie
overcome by adopting the suggestion already
made by the Director of Education and other
experts, who urged that the disposal of part
of the Terrace frontage would result in sufli-
cient money being raised to make the college
what it should be, provide more suitable
conditions for staff and students alike, pro-
vide students with better facilities to carry

out their work, and give teachers a better
chanice to secure even greater results than
are obtained at present. I hope the Minis-
ter when he replies will give members some
information as to what has been done, and
that he #ill inform the Committee that much
better provision will be made before long.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[9,58] : 1 wish to refer to the dilapidated
furnitiue in. ruany country schools. If the
Minister wvere to inspect some of the rural
schools, he would be ashamed of the furni-
ture use(l. I have seen some lately, and felt
ashlaned that any child should he asked- to
sit on forms and at desks that are in use
at present. Surely we have a right to ex-
pect country children to enjoy the same
facilities that are provided in and around
the metropolitan area. The furniture in the
metropolitan schools I have inspected is all
that could be desired, but in some of the
rural schools the furniture is absolutely dis-
graceful. In one instance I heard of a fewv
days ago. parents actually sent seating

accnmroiaronfromn their own homes be-
cause they considered the stools their child-
ren had to sit on were unft for use- If it
ever falls to my lot to occupy the position
now enjoyed by the Minister, the first thing
I shall do will be to issue instructions that
all1 the. furniture iii the metropolitan schools
shall be sent to the country schools and the
furniture in country -schools removed to the
metropolitan schools.

The Minister for Education: You promise
to do that?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Then parents
in the metropolitan area would realise what
their country cousins have had to put up
with reg&arding their children's education.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [10.0]:
There are two small matters with which. I
want to deal which come under the juris-
diction of the Minister for Education. At
the outset I desire to congratulate the ad-
miinit ration of the Education Department,
in conjunction with that of the Works Do-
lpainent, for the renovations'that have been
carried out during- the past 12 months to
school buildings in the goldfields areas.

Mfember: The goldfields are assisted all
the time.

Mr. S~tYANTS: They are keeping the
State going at the present time. From the
remarks made by the unfortunate wheat-
growers and those in the South-West, it
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aippear that the goldfields, for the time
being, is the only part of the State able
to pay its way and carry on without any
great deal of assistance. I realise, of course,
that this position may be reversed in an-
other decade. The condition of the school
buildings in the Eastern Goldields areas is
reasonably good, due to the activities of the
Works Department in effecting renovations,
but there is one particular school requiring
attention and that is the Goldfields High
School. While that building has been
renovated in~ternally and externally, the
condition of thne surrounding fence is
nothing of which to he proud. In the first
place it is not decorative. It is a picket
fence and one that has stood the ravages
of successive sunmners for 25 years. The
portion facing the main entrance to the
.school was blown down by the wind about
eight or nine months ago. The posts had
been eaten by whbite ants and had dry-
rotted. The Works flepartmnent provided an
amount of £38 for the re-erection. of just
that small portion of the fence facing the
main entrance, and while I did not agree that
pickets should again have been used in the
fence, the replacing of the timber posts by
those made of concrete was a very good
move. The whole fence surrounding
the Goldfields High School is in a very
dilapidated condition and likely to be
blown down at any time. It is not even
go at-proof. Goats may be seen walking
around the school yard and I suggest that
when the Government can find sufficient
money to replace that fence, it should be
replaced by concrete posts and a cyclone
fence. A cyclone fence is decorative and
would be there for a lifetime. It would not
deteriorate with the ravages of the weather
like the picket fence, and so long as the
building wats there the fence would be there,
and would not be an eyesore like the pre-
sent fence. There is one matter I have
brought under the attention of the present
Minister for Education, and that is the abso-
lute necessity for providing an assembly
hall at that particular school. The buildings
are built in the shape of a square, and in
the centre there is an open space which has
been reported upon by the architect of the
Works Department as being suitable for
converting, at very small expense, into an
assembly ball. When we look at the won-
derful structure at East Perth, and a school
like the Eunbury High School, we feel 'we
are not asking for anything hut what we de-

serve and what is absolutely essential in re-
questing that provision be made for an
assembly hail at the goldfields school. The
whole trend of public life, or a great por-
tion of it, is regulated by the community
spirit. So much of our life is carried on by
mass meetings. As a matter of fact all of
us in this Chamber know what it is to have
to address community meetings. We owe
our presence in this Chaniber to the fact
that we were able to get the people together
to listen to the different views of the candi-
dates put forth on the hustings. The head-
master of the high school for a great numn-
ber of years has stressed to the Director
the necessity for having this assembly
halt provided. It is considered essential
in the interests of the children to foster the
community spirit, and that there should be
a place whc~re they may congregate during
.school hours and at the commencement of
the school day. I had a look at the estimate
for building this hall; it was £C1,450 and r
thiink it would be money well spent. I could
tit help but compare the conditions oper-
ating at the Kalgoorlie High School with
thoose at the East Perth Girls' School. Of'
eo'irse we cannot expect to get a building-
like that, but I feel the small amount I
quoted could be provided. I could not help
being impressed with the wonderful oar-
rounerzs of the East Perth school and the
eonveniences for the teaching of domestic
sviencc, I am pleased these conveniences
have been placed there for the education ofT
those who will be the housewives andl mothers
of the future. I am pleased because, al-
though in many cases the conveniences pro-
vided there will not be found in the homes
of those who will marry men on the basic
wage, the working men's children have been
given an op portunity of being educated with
the best facilities and in the best surround-
ings. The other matter I want to deal with
is the question of cooling the water for
drinking purposes in the North Kalgoorlie,
the Kalgoorlie Central, and the Boulder-
schools. I want to deal particularly with the
one that concerns my electorate-the Ral-
goorlie Central School. I cannot understand
how the parents and teachers have allowed
to continue so long the total lack of facili-
ties in this direction. I was requested by
one parent to make an investigation last
surnmer. The children go along 'with mugs,
with a piece of clean cloth. The water in the.
taps is so hot that they have to get it out
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6omne considerable time before they actually
drink it; and they place wet cloths over the
mnugs and put themn out in the wind to allow
ttecm to cool off. I found a very crude
system of providing water for drinking pur-
pores, operating there. As anyone who has
lived on tte goldfields realises, the water in
the pipes leading to the taps from the
niains, no matter -how deep in the ground, be-
comes so hot in the middle of a summer's
day that ore cannot hear one's hand in it.
Yet there were no means provided for
cooling that water. I tried it myself at 11.30
one morning at one of the taps, and the
water was too hot to bear in the month.
That is the system adopted for the chil-
dren to get a drink; they have to run the
water out of the pipe and cool it off with
n wvet cloth before they can drink it. I
asked the headmaster of the school why
xiateu bags were not in use, and he said
the Education Department did not provide
them. In my opinion that is false economy.
Whilst a tank might be all -right for pro-
viding drinking water at a reasonable tem-
perature in the temperate South-West por-
tion of the State, it is useless in a goldflelds
district; because not only is there an in-
tense heat from the sun, but the tempera-
ture of the water is raised by hot winds.
Some cooling system should be introduced,
particularly for the Kalgoorlie Central
School. The bead mistress of the infants'
school told mae she did not favour the water
bag system, because the children were too
small to be able to re-fill the water bag
and in addition they were not able to
handle the tap and so usually left- it run-
ning. But the same thing applied to the
infants' school, in that the water is hot.
The head master of the senior school said
he definitely thought the water bags would
be sufficient, but failing that there should
he some water cooling system supplied. I
hope the Minister will look into that mat-
ter, and I trust that something better than
the water-bag system will be introduced
up there.

MR. MeLARTY (Murray- Wellington
[10.12]: Every country member appreciates
the action of the Director of Education in
visiting country centres, and meeting mem-
bers of the local authorities and parents'
associations and others interested in edit-
cation. As a result of the Director's visits,
lie has had a number of practical sugges-

lions put up to him dealing with rural seao-
cation which I am sure will be of advan-
tage to the department and of interest toi
the Minister for Education. The educa-
tion of a country child differs from
that of the child in town. I wvas pleased
to see the enthusiasm the Director has
shown in respect of rural education. I
should like to express my appreciation of
the interest the teachers are taking in these
rnral subjects. The exhibits at the Royal
Show and at country shows have been a
credit both to the teachers and to the chil-
dren. I ami glad the Minister for Educa-
tion is also Minister for Agriculture, be-
cause I feel that those two departments
have a great deal in common and are both
educational. There should be co-operation
between the two. departments to the great-
est possible extent. The member for Clare-
inont (Mr. North) mentioned the school-
Ie&ving age. I should like to know from
the Min ister whether the Government in-
tend to raise that age.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will mean a pretty
large expenditure.

Air. MeLARTY: Yes, I know it will cost
a good deal, but it seems to be the popu-
lar' opinion that the school-leaving age
should be raised. Despite the fact that
£6G80,000 is provided for this Vote, it always
strikes ine that going to the Director of
Education to get some work carried out is
a pretty hopeless job. The Director has
made definite promises to me, and so have
previous Ministers, that certain work would
be carried out, but I have subsequently
been told that the Treasury has refused to
make the money available.

The Premier: They have not got it.
Mr. MeLARTY: If this amount of

£689,000 is made available to the Director
of Education, one would not expect that
the Director would have to go to the Trea-
sury to ask what moneys he could spend.

The Premier: But 93 per cent, of that
goes in wages, so there is not much left over.

Mr, McLAIRTY: For years I have been
promised a new school at Mandurab. On
one occasion I was told it was the first on
the urgent list of public works. Yet there
seems to be no prospect of having that
school built yet.

Mr. Tonkin: I have a couple like that.
Mr. MeLARTY: I still hope the Minister

this year will have money available for new
schools. A new school is urgently required
at Msndnrah, and I am hoping that an early
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start wvill be mnade with the erection of a new
building.' I ala not offering any objec-
tion to the large sum of money spent on
providing the magnificent new school at East
Perth, hut a country member sometimes finds
himself in difficulties when answering ques-
tions put to him Irv his electors as to
why such large sumis can always be
found for the city. Harvey has one
of the largest schools in the South-West;
a school with ait attendance of close
on 300 children. But in winter the ground
around that school is a swamp, and it is im-
possible for the children to reach the school
dry footed. Although I have made repeated
requests for improvement to those grounds,
I have not yet been able to get anything
done. This matter should receive the Min-
ister's attcntion, for at least the children
should have a play area where the ground
is reasonably dry. I have still another
school, this time in a sea of sand, which is
not desirable from an educational point of
view.

The Premier interjected.
Mr. MoLARTY: I do not know whether

-we can do that. I mention these instances
in order that the Minister, during the corn-
ing year, may make more money available
to country schools, and perhaps less to
schools in the metropolitan area. Just one
other matter. At all public schools through-
out the Commonwealth we have cadet corps.
I do Dot know why our high schools and
Modern Schools should not have their cadet
corps. I am not suggesting that they should
be compulsory, and no one could claim that
they would create a militaristic spirit. I
have no desire to create a militaristic spirit,
but I believe the Education Department
should encourage the young men to learn
how to defend the country should the neces-
sity arise. A little military training does
not hurt a boy; rather it does him good.
I was glad to hear the Minister express ap-
preciation of the work of parents and citi-
zens' associations. As public bodies, they
are doing a tremendous amount of work
that is ;rovng of great benefit to the
country.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
(10.21] : 1 do not want to ask the Minister
for anything, at which he will be glad, but
I thank him for the fine cyclone fence
erected at the Su'hiaco school. The Parents
and Citizens' Association of Subiaco are
attempting to make a garden in the grounds.

I compliment the Government on their
aninouncement that they intend to grant a
pound for pound subsidy for free milk.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[10.22]; The member for M3urray-Welling-
ton (Mr. McLarty) expressed a desire for
greater co-operation between the Education
Department and the Department of Agri-
culture. I wish to urge co-operation be-
tween the Education Department and the
Treasury. I think the member for Murray-
Wellington really meant that, too. I rea-
lise that we must cut our eoat according to
our cloth, but thre expenditure of a few
additional pounds would give greater value
for the money already spent. Although the
vote expands each year, unfortunately the
ma11,jor portion of the money is absorbed in
paying teachers' salaries.

Mr. Hughes: Why say "tin fortunately''?
Mr. TONIN: I do not infer that the

teachers are not worth the money paid to
then,; but we need money so much more
urgently for the activities of the depart-
,,eat, and if all the money is absorbed in
paying teachers' salaries, obviously none
is left for the necessary extensions re-
quired. That is why I used the word " un-
fortunately.'' I am satisfied that the teach-
ers are not overpaid; they earn the salaries
they get. They give good value for the
mnoney, but I shall endeavour to show how
they might be enabled to give better 'value
if wie spent a little more. The report of
the department tells us that we have un-
suitable buildings, which shows that the
officers are fully alive to the position. The
report states that many buildings remain
in a dingy condition. To expect little chil-
dren to sit in rooms that are in a dingy
condition is unfair. We want to brighten
their lives. So money is urgently required
for that purpose. If we could spend money
and brighten the conditions for the children,
they would be better educated than they
are now. The report also states that many
buildings are of very poor construction and
cannot be regarded as suitable. We should
not have teachers who are receiving rea-
sonably good salaries endeavouring to teach
children under unsuitable conditions. It
means that we cannot get full value for
the expenditure on salaries. Consequently
we have to direct attention immediately to
giving the children and teachers suitable
rooms. We must eradicate those dingy
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buildings. The material issued is unsuit-
able from the points of view of both quan-
tity and quality. The children need more
pencils, more pads and more books. By
supplying an insufficient quantity, we arc
preventing teachers from giving the maxi-
mumn output of work of which they are
%lapable.

[Mr. Slcemn took the Chair.]

Mr. Thorn: Do not children buy their
own books!

Mr. TONKIN: They arc obliged to buy
certain books, but in all schools certain
books are supplied as free stock. The
stock is insufficient because in recent years
many parents have experienced dilliculty
in feeding and clothing tbeir children
and have not been able to provide the neces-
sary books. Children cannot possibly learn
ats they should if they have not the books
they require. The department have not
supplied the deficiency from free stock, and
so in all schools there are children short
of materials. That, however, is not the
worst feature. When the department are
supplying material, very often they supply
rubbish. That is pure waste. A little more
money would enable the department to
supply a good article, and full- value could.
be obtained for the expenditure. I will
give as an example the manual training
section, where boys are taught -woodwork.
The department supply two types of wood,
pinus radiata, known as Ludlow pine, and
jarrab. The pinus radiata supplied is knotty,
green and saturated -with moisture, and it
would take an expert tradesman all he
knew to work it properly. The result is
that the major portion of that timber is
simply -wasted; the children cannot use it.
Thus a certain amount of the expenditure
on that timber is pure waste. Instead of
supplying rubbishy Ludlow pine, the de-
partment should supply -yellow pine, as wvas
done before 1931, and the children could
then work the wood.

Ron. C. 0. Latham: What do you call
yellow pinel

Mr. TONKIN: It was imported fromi
Tasmania. The hon. member could not work
the Ludlow pine that is being supplied.

Hon. Q. 0. Latham:- I know it is knotty.
Mr. TONKIIN: It is full of knots and

moisture, and very green. Before it is pos-
sible to make a complete stroke- of the
plane, tbe blade jamhs. Small children

who do not know the uise of tools become
disheartened because they cannot get.
decent resuilts. The wood is quite unsuit-
able, which is unfair to the children, and-
wasteful. I suppose it would be no exag-
geration to say that 33l per cent. of the-
jarrab supplied is waste because it is curly-
or green. The jarrab is not selected. An
officer of the department ought to go to,
the timber yards and look over the timber
before it is sent to the schools.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: What quantity would
be sent to a school?

Mr. TONRIN: That would depend on the-
size of the centre.

lion. C. G. Latham: Take a school such.
as the one to which you are referring9

Mr. TONKIN: The Fremantle centre-
would get probably one-third of the quan-
tity required.

Mr. Thorn: Three times that would re-
present the full quantity.

MApr. TONWKIN: The hon. member is be-
comilig a mathematician.

lion. C. G. Latham: Would it he 500 run-
ning fact?

Mr. TONICN: I do rnot know, though I
have seen the quantity in racks. I have-
been told by teachers that they receive only
one-third of what is yequircd for the ade-
quate working of the centre.

Mr. ThoTUa: They could send out a man.
who was competent to select the timber.

Hon. C. 0, Latham-. They could select it
themselves.

Mr. TONKTN: Someone should see that
unsuitable timber is not sent to the schools.
Unsuitable timber is only wasted, and the-
cartage is paid upon it for nothing. We
supply worse timber to the schools to-day
than the children had when I was being-
taught woodwork.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: When the previous
Government were in office?

Mr. TONKIN: I believe the hon. mem-
ber's Government started this practice.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We will correct it:
next time.

Mr. TONKIN: At one period the depart--
]vent supplied fancy woods. When I was-
taking woodwork we could go to the timber-
rack, and select walnut, silky oak, cedar,
redwood, yellow pine, and quite a variety-
of timbers. We bed some incentive to do-
goor d work. We could have these fancy
woods if -we could prove that we could make
a job of the model we had in hand. The,
childreit ic-day are not encouraged, unlesa
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the teacher at the centre is prepared to lay
,out his own money in providing fancy tim-
oers. That is not desirable, and every
teacher is not in the position to do it. The
department should endeavour to supply these
fancy woods. I now conic to the question of
tools. if good work is expected of the chil-
dren they must have good tools with which
to work. Better tools were supplied to the
schools before I was born thou are supplied
to-day. Many of these tools, are still in use
in the schools, tools that were issued before
I was born. The toots were of good quality.
To-day the department are send ing out rub-
bish, second-grade tools. They specially
buy second-grade tools, which is so much
wa-ste of mouey. They ought to spend a few
more pounds and purchase the best, so that
the teachers -can do their job properly. A
teacher'draws the same salary whether he
uses good or had material.

Mr. Patrick: The best is the cheapest ;n
the long run.

Mr. TON-KIN: Ye,.. The teacher still
draws- the samie salary. He is there to give
of his best. If hie is given the best material
he will give full value for uis salary. If
rubbish is supplied to bini, lie cannot work
P~roperly and- the children do not receive
proper instruction. I. should like to see
something done to remedy that state of
affairs. Although the department are short
of money I am satisfied from a perusal of
the report, and after listening to the teach-
ers, that we are making progress. We are
keeping abreast of practices in other couti-
tries. The inauguration of occupational
talks is; an excellent idea, and I hope it will
be continuied. By this mneans boys and girls
whvo are reaching the sixth standard. are able
to think about what they would like to do
when they leave school. They set their minds
upon a career, and this is often an induce-
ment to them to work harder and get better
results while at school. I eamplizu1ent thle
department upon the broadcasting arrange-
nieets. These are of greantest advantage in
the country districts. The principal advan-
lage* derived fromt broadcasting is that in
a s;mall measure it overcomes the isolation
nt country children. The greatest drawback
to children in country schools is that they
are not able to obtain the experiences of
different things in life such as are available
to town children. The city child moves about
in mnany places. Hfe goes to the pictures and
sees many things there, and his experiences

are greater in every way thun is the cas.e
with country schools. Experience is educa-
tion. The broacasting arrangements of the
department are giving. country clildren
more and still mnore experience of various
things in life, brightening their outlook and
improving their education. Money spent in
that directian is well spent. I am glad men
tion is made in the report of thme wornc iS
the Parents and Citizens' Association. it
some districts these have not been a success,
but one cannot expect a 100 per cent. effi-
ciency in anything.

Mr. Thorn: Do you not think tile depart-
ncut impose on their generosity?

31r. TONIN: I do. At times they could
give them more encouragement. In many
cases, however, they do help the Association-,.
WeArem it not for these organisationis miany.
sdhools would nomt have the material with
Which they are efumipcd to clay.

N11% Thorn : TI'I~m is so.
MNr. TONIjIN: The associatioiis assist ii'

diretions wher e the department are unablt!
to do so. Thu result is that children have
been provided wvith all sorts of materials
which otherwise they would not have
received. At all events the department have
shown in their report that they appreciate
what is being done by thos-e bodies. I can,
see from the cexpressions whichi have been
used that the department are fully awaire
or tie wornk that has been done, and fully
apprecinte the efforts of parents who give
their timeo to this work. Unfortunately the
'samef peor-le year after year-iare giving of
their best., while the hulk of thle parents do
Inoth ig. WNe tinid time saute few stalwarts in
each distict, rolling up every year and
keeping things going. Other parents si
back and allow their children to reap the
benefit of what is being dlone. Probably
that is prevalent all through life. Many

ovpeate inclined tn (10 the same thing, but
we should e-ndeavour to overcome the
diffliculty.

Mr. Thorn: Thait is quite right, I
experienced time same thing only recently.

.12r. TO-NKIN: We should endeavour to
induce the parents generally to take a wider
interest in their schools. Thley should he
expected to pull their weight so that all the
childrepn illI benefit to the same extent, and
the buirden does not fall too heavily upon
the shoulders of a. few. Early this evening
reference was made to diplomas for domnestic:
science. I considered at the time that members
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were frying to put the cart before the horse.
1 should like to see diplomas presented for
domestic science, but first of all we must
Fbring about a big- extension of the facilities
for teaching domestic science. If members
wvill read the reports of the departmnent foir
the last few years they will find reference
to the insufficient accommodation for the
teaching, of that subject. The classes -we
have are already overcrowded in miany
instances. Large numbers of girls who are
entitled to this training cannot get it
because tberec is no accommodation for them.
In many country districts there is no
possibility of securing the training, simply
because the centres are not there. This is
necessary work. If we want domestic
servants,, we must teach domestic science;
and that cannot be done unless centres are
set up-which means money. Year after
year hion. ierlbets; have set themselves
against enlargement of the Education Vote.
They look at the figure of £C750,000 or
£800,000, and say, "It is a large amount of
money; it is too much." Rather than grant
more funds, they seek to reduce the Vote.
Now, they cannot have it both ways. If
they wvant to obtain a large number of
capable domestic servants, they wvill have to
provide the money for the teaching of
domestic science. At the present time the
accoimnodation for that purpose is, miser-
ably short. More centres, are needed, more
teachers of domestic science, and more
material. It is next door to useless to have
classes which are too large for the instruc-
tress to handle. If she has room for 20
children and is expected to teach 40, she
cannot do it efficiently. The result is that
no child in that school gets a proper train-
ing; each one is getting only a smattering.
We turn out girls of insuffleent kno-wledge
who cannot become capable domestic ser-
vants. However, we arc on the right lines
if only we spend more money. We know
to-day what wve arc seeking. We have
teachers capable of imparting the knowledge
required. What is needed is ampler facili-
ties for training, and that means more
money. I realise, like other members, that
one cannot get blood out of a stone. Every
Government department is crying out for
more funds. The farmers, of course, want
the lot.

Mr. Thorn: That is not right.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not say they are get-

ting it, but I say they want it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Now you are spoiling-
a good speech.

Mr. TONM.N: While each department is
elamnouring for all the money avail able--an d
there is only a little-I suppose I must be
satisfied with what can be got for the Edu-
cation Department. The expend itUre of a
few more pounds onl schools already exist-
ing and on the purchase of necessary mate-
rial will be more than -well repaid. Instead
of buying bad material, we should spend a
few more pouinds. and send out first-class
material. Then we should get full vnlue for
the expenditure, however short. the amount
may be of that which is really desirable.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [10.44]: 1 must
make niy contribution in a rather pessimistic_
spirit regarding the education facilities
afforded to country districts. I say unhesi-
tatingly that the schbools in most country dis-
tricts to-day are starved. For instance,
facilities for educating country children are-
not made available even in the form of build-
ings. I have recently referred to the Edu-
cation Department the necessity for a school
in the North K-ellerberrin district and an-
other in the North Canderdin district. In
those districts there are children who can-
not be educated, and have not received even
the elements of education, because there are-
no school buildings available. In Kellerber-
rin we have to-day close upon 60 children
under the age of 10 years housed in an agri-
cultural ball of which the department will
lose the use within a few weeks. I ask the
Minister whether it is intended to proceed.
with the school building in the town of Kel-
lerberrin which has been promised. I
understand tenders are on the eve of being-
called. Another matter is the provision of'
high schools for rural areas. Exceptinig-
that at Northam, not one high school is-
a-vailable to-day in the agricultural areas of'
Western Australia. The district front
North am to Kalgoorlie, 320 miles in length,
has no facilities whatever for the higher edu--
cation of the children there. if they win-
scholarships, they arc called upon, willy-
nilly, to proceed scores of miles, and in many-
eases over a hundred miles, to attend the.
Northamn or Perth High School. As regards
the awarding of scholarships, an essential
duty of the Government is to retain in the
country children born in the country, Un-
fortunately, the exodus from farms is having--
its effect on rural population. In Queens--
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land things are done rather differently.
Under the Board of Juvenile Employment
there is a system of awarding farm scholar-
ships. I quote now from the Queensland
"tEducation Office Gazette" of the 3rd No-
veinber, 1035-

To meet the eases of boys who complete
their school education nat the end of the present
year, and who are desirous of entering the
primary industries, it has been decided to make
a. further award of form scholarships. Prefer-
ence in the allotment of these scholarships will
be given to lads of 15 years of age and up-
wards, but this will not preclude the selection
of las of 14 yearis. Success in the State
scholarship examination is not insisted upon,
but applicants should have been educated, up
to grade VII. standard.

Farm scholarships arc of the annual value
of £32 10s. (including clothing allowance). On
appointment, an advance of £2 is made to pur-
chase clothing. Free travelling and meal allow-
ances are provided for the journey to the train-
ing farm to which the farm scholar is allotted,
and to and from his home when on vacation.
Two vacations each of one week are granted
to the farm, scholar during the 12 months' dur-
ation of his scholarship.

That is a statesmanlike attitude of the
Queensland Education Department to adopt.
In Western Australia there is growing up a
highly commendable form of farm school for
boys. I refer to such schools as Tardun,
Fairbridge, Werribee, Wokalup, and the
school established by the late Mr. Chandler.
To-day the bicycle is largely availed of by
school children in the country. The depart-
mental allowance of 6d. per bicycle per week
is totally inadequate to provide for the at-
tendance of children by that means of con-
veyance. I notice that country children are
every day using the bicycle more and more,
and I appeal to the Minister at least to
double the allowance for those children. A
driving allowance is provided, hut the bicycle
is the country child's means of attending
school. I wish to impress upon the Minister
the fact that the smaller schools in the
country districts are starved for funds. I
also have had the experience of the member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr. McLarty) of
learning that certain schools are placed on
the urgent list. I am afraid, however, that
"urgency" has lost its meaning.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.50]:
1 wish to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister a few matters that require attention in
the Middle Swan electorate. During the
past six years I have referred to the position
regarding the Baystrater school grounds.

The Ministers under whose notice this ques-
tion was brought included the Hon. N.
Keenan, the late Mr. Davy, Ron. H. Milling-
ton, Hon. J. C. 'Willeock and the present
Minister for Education. All visited the dis-
trict and all were satisfied that something
should be done. So far nothing has been
(10one.

Mr. Patrick: That must be on the urgent
list too.

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes. Considerably over
500 children attend the school and they have
no space for a playing ground. The school
site was badly selected on a hill, and a pro-
position to effect improvements wats advanced
years ago, but the answer we got was that
there was a lack of funds and more urgent
inatters required attention. When the late
Mr. Scaddan represented the Maylands con-
stituency, the school ground at Maylauds
was in munch the same condition as that of
the Bayswater school, but he saw to it that
the Maylands school ground was improved.
The attendance at -Maylands is not greater
than that at the Bayswater school and cer-
tainly something should be done to improve
the position at the latter centre. It could
have been done by the expenditure of £300
somle years ago, but the opportunity was lost
and the cost will be much greater to-day.
Other members have referred to what they
designated the urgent list, but I am afraid
that by now the urgent list must have become
a general list. Work in connection wvith a
number of schools in my area is supposed
to have been listed. A deputation waited on
the then Minister for Education 12 months
ago and put up a good case for a school at
Wattle Grove, and the reply was that the
question would be gone into immediately. I
do not know whether the proposal to con-
stnuct that school has advanced any further.
A public hall is used at present and if there
are any entertainments to be held there
during the course of the week the school
paraphernalia has to be cleared away. That
is most unsatisfactory and the time is long
overdue for the provision of a school. The
hall is situated om' land that is a quagmire in
winter, and it is impossible then for the
children to keep) their feet dry. Increased
accommodation is necessary at the Rivervale
school and I have been informed for years
past that that matter would be attended to.
The health officer has condemned some of
the accommodation where time younger chil-
dren are taught, and that position certainly
should be rectified. Eighteen months ago I
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was told it wvould be attended to, but nothing
ha been (lone. We have beard about the
oeeesjit ,v for high scliols in country dis-
nrets and no doubt thley' are desirable and

necessarY' . For some time past there has
becen an agitation for the provision of a high
sciiool at Aiidland Junction, which would
serve the requirements of children residin~g
in areas extending from Baisseindean to Dar-
lington. and even beyond the latter centre.
Sonic of the children attend~ the Midland
.T,nction. school, but that institution is con-
siderably overcrowded. A high school is
necessary to cope with the requirements of
that gtowi ng, a nd inmporta nt district. In
eouinection with the North ]Inglewood school,
1 hove endeavoured for years to get some
more gravel to repair p)ortion of the school
ground. It took three years to get gravel to
put part of tine ground in order, but further
attention is necessary. The member for
Murray-Wellinuton (Mr'. AMeLarty) referred
to a school that wvas situated in at sea of
sand, and that is the position at North Ingle-
wood. At the Morley Park school, a shelter
shed is necessar y. The school has made ex-
eelent proglesq during the past two or three
years anld the people have been agitating for
,a shelter shed. When the Minister is making-
tip his urgent list, I hope some of thne worKs
I have referred to will receive consideration.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.566):
I desire to add my small quota to the many
complaints that have been voiced regarding
the apathy, indifference or lack of attention
to matters by the Education Department.
Quite apart fromt the lack of co-ordination
or co-operation between the various depart-
ments associated with the education of our-
children, I suggest there has been a great
deal of negligence regarding the control
and supervision of the erection of buildings.
I agree with the member for North-East
Fremnantle (Mr. Tonkin) that much extrav-
ag-ance and neglect could have been avoided
even where foresighit and vision have been
exercised. Suich conditions arve inexcusable
because, being forewarned, those in author-
itv should h ave kcnown thle position hefomo
they commenced to make their mistakes. In
endeavourng to lie economical for a brief
period, those in authority have over-eapi-
talised somie of the schools, to such anl ex-
tent that it is hard to say just how much

'ill be. totally ~ wpsted in the tal, rs of a few
years. I will cite the p)osition at Wiluna.
Anyo years ago when it was evident there

was to he a revival (if mining in the distrie!.
a1 site for a central school was selected.
That showed foresight and vision. A pro-
grammne was inapped out providing for the
erection of the central school, but in due
course there w'as anl ahandonment of the
earlier proposal. What actually happened
was that instead of the department corn-
inencing, thle erection of portion of the
principal buildings onl the main site, they
erected a sort of "canary aviary" that pro-
vided for a few childre'n only. They im-
proved the shelter shed at the old school
and th us provided at room. I do niot know
how manliy teachers there are at Wiluna.
jut the schools are overstaffed on the basis
of the attendance of children. Had the
department concentrated on the central
school, they iced not have carried out the
complete sclivine. Instead of doing that.
they retained the old site, kept the teachers
there and also a numbher of the children.
They have proceeded with the central
.school in piecemeal fashion and at present
have two or three buildings that, as I
have indicated, remind one of aviaries.
Nowv, due to the lack of co-operation be-
tween the departments, the town has been
allowed to extend east of the line, and 200 or
300 married people ore there who must have
schools. There we have three different
sites onl which we must have schools, and
the education of the children at Wilmoa is
duplicated. It would have been fat' better
to have concentrated on at central school andt
had the administration down to a minimum
economically operative, and paid for trans-
portation of the children from the further
removed centres to the central school. it is
no good the deportment tring to refuse a
school to the people at Lakeside: they must
provide it. If file departments do not co-
operate and see flint this spreadingr of towvns
onl the goldfields is prevented. they'N must put
np wvith the consequences, because they can
not expect the chiildreni in that locality' to
walk 2.1A- miles from Lakeside into the
central school in the hot dlays of summer.
If it wvere not for the generosity' of thle gold1

min1in Jg comipan , , the people would be in sore
straits. I understand the company pay for
most of the transportaltion of these children
from the is olated portion to the school site.
Here is another instance: When the school
w"as hcnv eanin'eted at Reedy, I was there
and saw% that there was enough material for
a shelter shed]. I wired the Minister. The
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contractor said the building could have been
erected for a mininuim cost; but no, there
-was Rio moneyv. The whole of the timber
wvas removed and later onl, of course, the de-
partmnent found money, and I think the
shelter shed cost double what it should. This
form of extravagance is going on all around
to the detriment of the education of the
children. As the member for North-East
Fremantle pointed out, we have only a
limited amount of money and if it is going
to be extravagantly expended in these d irc
tions, the education of the. children must
suffer. I suggest that had there been . liro-

per administration in Wilmna, we could], in
the coming years, have saved sufficient
money to have supplied free milk for the
children, such as the miemtber for Subiaco
has talked about, and it would not have cost
the department a penny. But there is a de-
plorable lack of funds, or of vision, or of
interest, on the part of someone in atuthority.
Children at Willuna will not get the educai-
Lion they deserve because of the slipshod
method under which they are to lie taught,
and the department pay extravagantly for it.
The parties in authority' responsible for this
should not get much consideration. I (Io
not knowv whether- it is the Treasurer, the
Director of Education or the Public Works
Department, but whoever is responsible
should be asked to toe the line. 'We have
reached that stage w~here wve cannot afford
to waste money, and the departmental Minis-
ters or officers responsible for extiavagfae
should toe the line. The children are suffer-
ig and not receiving a proper education,
and taxpayers are overburdened by imposi-
tion of taxation for payment of thlis extra-
vagance. I do not know what progress has
been made in regard to a school for the Big
Bell gold mine. I issue a warning that if
there is a repetition of what happened at
Reedy and Wiluna, they will hear from mue
in no uncertain language the next time this
vote appears.

MISS HOLBAX (Forrest) [11.5]: 1 coll-
gratulate the Minister onl the increase in his
Vote, and also thank the 'Minister and the
department for the courtesy and considera-
tion extended to my electorate. Another
congratulation I want to offer is in respect
of the issue of the booklet on occupational
guidlance. There are sonic parts of the
educational policy I would like to see
especially considered, and one is in con-

nieetion with 1phnvgrounds. I would like
to askc the Minister to see that wherever a
new school is built at least five acres are
reserved for the playground. in some cases
that is not done, and if it is not done very
shortly it will be too late. In a number of
places in my own electorate there are one
or two schools, very old I admit, but the
playgrounds are not %%hait they should be,
and in the ease of one of five acres
it was on the side of a hill, and it cannot
be cleared. But it is not of individual
eases I wish to speak, but on the broad
Policy in, connection with playgrounds. T
notice there is anl increase of £1l,029 on the
Estimates for- stock, furniture and books.
I hope that in this item there is an
increased am"ount allowed for each child
for sewin-z anti] manual material. The
amnount for this has beeni reduced very
severely in the past, and it is more than
timue for an increase. I was glad to bear
one mnemtber mention thle painting of schools.
I agree it is very hard to expect children to
be cheerful and bright and exercise their
greatest intelligence when the inside of it
school is dingy and black and dark. The
Government are to be congratulated for
having done up the outside of some of the
schlools, but the insides still recquire atten-
tion. I thank the department for renewing
the desks in somec of the schools in my
electorate, bitt there are still numbers to be
attended to. The department are doing
their best, but T wish the Government would
help them to do their best a little faster. I
thank the Minister for some new schools
and promises of new schools, and also for
some things that have been done in con-
nection with playgrounds-gravelling, and
so forth. I would ask that when teachers
aire ill or go on leav e for any' other reason,
the deapartment put in supply teachers as
quickly as possible, so that the children will
not be under a disadvantage. I was glad
to hear the Minister congratulate the
parents and citizens' associations. I sin
president of the federation in this State,
and naturally wvas delighted to hear the
associations praised. The various associa-
tions do a great deal of work and help the
childreni to obtain extras, which could not
ble supplied b 'y the Government. It is not
the policy of any.) association to do work
which should be done hr the Government.
They wish to provide extras. I would like
the Minister to do his best. to see that the
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CommuorNweallh grant free licenses in con-
ineetion with wireless sets provided by the
parents and citizens' associations. I endorse
the remarks about the schlool-leaving age. I
would like to see it raised, but there is a
good deal to be done in connection with child
endowment before we can demand the
raising of the school age. I understand
inquiries; have been mnade and- it is some time
since we were told that there was a prob-
ability of the school age- being raised to
15 yecars. I hope this will he decided upon
as an advanced step. I congratulate the
Government on the beautiful school at East
Perth, I am sorry they have not more play-
grounds there, and that some of their desks
are old-fashioned, but the school is a
wonderful asset to the State. Country
people are not as a rule jealous of the
metropolitan area for having the East Perth
school; they simuply say they wish they
could have similar schools in big centres in
the country. I congratulate the department
in the increase in the Vote, and the Minister
on the great wvork that has been done.

MR. FOX (Sooth Fremuantle) [11.11] : I
wish to thank the Minister for the work he
has pnt into operation in my electorate, but
there is still a great amount requiring atten-
tion. One school T should like to refer to is
at Bibra, Lake. At present there is an
attendance of 45 at that school, and there
are two teachers, hut the school building is
altogether inadequate, and I trust the Min-
ister will give consideration to the building
of another room. I also thank thle Gov-
erment for erecting a school at East Rock-
inghain, but I should like the Government to
give consideration to the erection of quarters
for the sch oolmnaster. He is a married man
and has two children, and at present lie is
residing in the old school that was built in
1863. That building has been utilised as a
sc~hool ever since then until about two years
ago. It is altogether inadequate as a resi-
dence, for it has-but two rooms. I trust the
Mlinister will see his way clear to provide
new quarters in the near future. Another
matter to which I ivould draw attention is
the inadequate water supply at some of the
outlying schools. - Where water is easily
accessible it would not cost a great
deal to putt down a bore or even a
spear pomip. At most of these schools trees
have been planted durine the winter time,
but it will he very diffiult to keep them
alivec in the stummer mouths, for the only

water they have In depend uponl is thle Supl-
Ply ii] one or two taniks. The school yards
are nothing but sand, and if an adequate
water supply were provided it would give
opportunity for thie umaking of gardens, as is
done in the metropolitan area, where an
adequate quantity of water is available. This
would create some civic pride in the children.
I trust the M.iniister will provide water sup-
plies to these schools, for it would confer a
great benetit onl the children attending them.

MR. DOUBT (Nelson) [11.14]: T wish
to congratulate the Minister onl the increase
in the Vote. My primary reason for speak-
ing even at so late an hour is to draw atten-*
tion to soic of the schools in my electorate.
I think in) this instance, althoug-h it is at
matter for expenditure for the Government,
.1 am in the happy position of being able to
tell themn how they can get the money to
construct all that is necessary in time way of
schools. Admittedly it is not money that
could be received directly by the Education
Department, but I understand the Treasurer
is responsible for the expenditure. At all
events that is what wve are told on all occat-
sions when we approach the Director of
Education. I think the Manjimnup school
should receivc some consideration. Five
years ago the present school bilding was
condemuned owing to the wet natuire of the
schiool ground. Actually it is a swvamp, and
-,;a all kinowv wlat a swampi is in the South-
West, particularly during the wet season.
The recent season has been very mild, and so
there has not been any complaint. Four
years ago portion of one room was removed
to the present grounds, and two years later
a second roomi was built on the new school
ground. The original school is fully ocen-
p-.ied by 70 or SO children. There we have
two schools in the one town, situated 21
chains apart wvith one head teacher supervis-
ing both schools. It is not fair either to the
teacher or to the clidren. The head teacher
in Manjimup has 45 children under his care,
and every lime lie leaves to give some
attent-ion to the other school, the children in
the first school are necessarily left unat-
tended. Four rears ago five qluarter-acre
blocks were cut out of the old school ground
and sold, realising £800. There are still 17
adjoining blocks that could be surveyed and-
I can say that those 17 blocks would bring
in at least £1000. I understand the esti-
mnated cost of comipleting the Mlanjiniup
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school is £C870. Consequently if that scheme
were adopted of selling the present site and
-completing the new school the Government
wvould actually receive £C120 as a credit bal-
ance. In addition to that, within a radius of
six miles we have eight other schools, two
larger ones and six smaller ones, the aggre-
gate number of children attending those
smaller schools being 75. If the department
made investigations into the matter it would
be found that by the employment of two
motor lorries all those children could be
brought into Manjimnup and expense and the
salaries of the teachers in those small
country schools would thus be saved,' If
that were carried out it would be of very
great benefit to the children and would re-
present a saving to the department of
perhaps £_500 per annum. The Education
Department by carrying out those sugges-
tions would certainly be rendering great im-
provemient to Manjimup and saving money
at the same time. A school ground con-
demined five years ago because it was alto-
gether too wet could still be condemned to-day
for the same reason. That school was started
in the depth of the depression, yet to-day
with conditions very much better the depart-
mnerit still has to use that ground. As a
matter of fact the children are not allowed
to play on that ground, but have either to
stop in the school or go out in the street and
play because in winter the ground is covered
by five or six inches of water. I also wish
to add my faeed of praise to the parents and
citizens' associations, and particularly to the
organisation at Manjimup. No less than
£836 has been raised each year for school
fuends. The whole of the new ground has
beesi cleared by members of the association
at a cost of less than £180. A considerable
amount of fencing has been done and re-
cently a radio set has been provided. This
refers to quite a number of smaller country
towns where electricity has been installed,
but radio interference is affecting reception
greatly. I understand that this is a matter
for the Federal Government, and that many
local authorities have taken steps to urge
that regulations be brought into effect.
While this to a great extent affects country
centres, I think the Minister might urge the
Federal authorities to bring in suitable regu-
lations to prevent such interference. I wish
to congratulate the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) on his speech, in
which I heartily concur. The conditions of

which lie complained pertain to Manjimup
also. I regret that he spoilt a remarkably
good speech by making some ironical re-
marks about the country. He himself, in
years gone by, was stationed at one of
those schools which we desire to have closed
and the children sent to the central school at
Manjiniup, and the beln. member was not so
enamouredl of the conditions as to warrant
him making those disparaging remarks.

fr. Tonkin: I think you misunderstood
me.

aMrl. DOUiST: If so, I am sorry, but the
hon. member's remarks certainly seemed dis-
paraiging to country people.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Police, £237,657-agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

legislative Council,
W~ednesday. 11th November, 1936.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL

Message from the Lient.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Supply
Bill (No. 2), £1l,600,000.


